September 2016:
Issue 1
I would like to offer a warm welcome to the start of the new academic year. I
hope your summer breaks were restful and you are feeling refreshed and ready to
start the new school year.
The Nursery and Reception classrooms have been filled with the sounds of
children busy playing, learning and making new friends. It has been a pleasure
getting to know the new families to school and we hope your children enjoy their
learning journey with us at Rhodes Avenue.
We have many key events and special meetings taking place this term. Please
ensure you stay up to date with the school calendar by visiting the website,
following us on Twitter and reading the various newsletters.
If you have changed any of your contact details over the summer, your email
address or your mobile number, please see Jo Simms in the school office so we
can update the school system.
Welcome
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome some new members to the
Rhodes Avenue community:

A Special Welcome
Congratulations Andrew Satwick on the birth of your beautiful daughter.
Ava was born on Wednesday 7th September weighing 8lb 10.
Both Andrew and Becca would you to thank all members of the
Rhodes Avenue community for their kind thoughts and best
wishes.
I’m sure you, like the staff, are all looking forward to meeting
baby Ava.
Andrew will be returning to work on Thursday 15th September

Dexter Bush – Child Specific TA
Hello, my name is Dexter Bush. I’m sure some of you will
have seen me around school from my pervious role as an
SMSA but I am thrilled to be joining the Rhodes Avenue
team on a more permanent basis. I will be working as a
teaching assistant in both Early Years and Year Five and I
am very excited to get to work and have a great school
year. Outside of school I also work as a freelance artist and
illustrator.

Christine McNeill – Child Specific TA
For the last eight years I have worked in two local primary schools as a
learning support TA, specialising in special needs - particularly autism. For
the last two years I also taught music across years 1 – 6 as an unqualified
teacher.
My interests include music and science. I have a degree in ecology and used
to work as a sound engineer before having my own children. I have been a
member of a local choir for the past 10 years.
After having my children I started working at their primary school in the
Inclusion Resource Base and became increasingly interested in child
development, how children learn and special needs provision.
I am very much looking forward to working in Reception here at Rhodes
Avenue School and being part of the team. Already I have been made to feel
very welcome.

Jill Karavias Nursery Nurse

My name is Jill Karavias and I am very excited about taking
up the new role of nursery nurse. I will be helping the new
Woodpecker nursery with breakfast and lunch and also
working with the Hedgehog nursery in the mornings. I have
been a nursery nurse for 30 years, most recently working at
Bowes Primary and Coppetts Wood Primary. I love working
with the very young children as they make me smile every
day. I am looking forward to lots of fun and exciting times
at Rhodes Avenue.
James Farmer – Class Teacher

After spending my training year at Rhodes Avenue, I was
lucky enough to be given my first class as a qualified
teacher here. I've only spent a few days with my new class,
but can already tell it is full of incredible children. I'm
particularly looking forward to working closely with the
other Year 5 teachers, Miss Tickell and Miss Davies, to
create a fantastic learning environment for Year 5.

Marcus Daley - School Direct Student

Marcus will be training as part of the School Direct
program. Marcus will be teaching in Year 6 for the
Autumn and Summer term. During the Spring term
Marcus will complete an alternative placement at a
contrasting school.

A ‘note’ about Music
Our fabulous Orchestra will start again on Monday 19th September. We look forward to
welcoming back our existing members and any new children wishing to join. We welcome
musicians of all abilities, from Years 3 to 6, and are especially looking for players of
woodwind or brass.
If you would like your child to attend please send them along next Monday. We also have
a dedicated team of parent volunteers who support the group. If you have any spare time
and would like to be involved in enriching the children’s provision please contact the school
office.
Sarah Chambers: Music Leader

Competitive sports
During the summer term a group of dedicated parents, staff and governors worked
together to create a competitive sports policy for the school.
The policy clearly outlines the school aims, the sports provision and selection process.
This policy is separate to the PE policy, however, it does include the school intra sports
competitions.
The aim of the policy is to be clear and transparent to the Rhodes Avenue community. The
working party created an action plan, with clear objectives and targets to implement this
new policy.
Some of these objectives include:
*
*
*
*
*

We will publish dates of all known sports competitions.
We will give parents at least two weeks’ prior notice with trial dates through Group
Call, Website & Sports Notice Board.
We will create a squad for the competition and teams will be selected from that
squad. Where possible we will try to enter more than one team in the competition.
We will offer individual feedback if requested after a trial.
We will ensure all children in Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to represent the
school in a sporting competition.

Once the policy has been approved by the School Governors it will be displayed on the
school website with the action plan. Please do look at the school website for upcoming
events and trial dates.
Nina Watson – PE and Sports

Snacks and Celebrations
The school provides children in the Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 with fresh fruit or
vegetables daily. This week the children will be having banana, pears , tomato, apples
and satsumas.
Children in Years 3 to 6 are encouraged to bring fruit or vegetables in for a break time
snack. As the children in Years 4, 5 and 6 swim on a Friday they are able to bring
something a little more substantial in for that day only. This could be a sandwich, cereal
bar, yogurt or 2/3 biscuits not large sharing bags of crisps or full packets of biscuits.
Please support the school by sending in sensible snacks for Fridays and only fruit or
vegetables for the rest of the week.
We also look forward to celebrating your child’s birthday. Due to the varied dietary needs
and medical conditions in school can we kindly ask that only cakes, preferably homemade,
are provided to share as a treat. We do not encourage sweets or chocolate as many have
traces of nuts. If shop cakes are provided please also supply the packaging to enable us to
check the ingredients included.
Other small inexpensive treats could also be purchased to share with classes like bouncy
balls, yo-yos or other party bag gifts.
Thank you for your continued support.

Summer Holiday Club
The school's Holiday club ran for four weeks this summer holiday. Children were
kept very busy with activities from the activity programme which included:
making stir fries with the school garden's vegetables, glass painting, t-shirt
decorating, string art, tile painting, mask making, making rockets, decorating
viola plant pots and face painting to name a few. Children who attended on
Wednesdays also had the opportunity to be off-site and to visit Coram Fields and
Rowans Bowling.
Next Steps: Deputy Headteacher, Maria Panayiotou, is now the Senior Leader in
school linked to the Play Centre team. The school will be seeking the views of
parents who accessed this summer's holiday play scheme; a questionnaire will be
sent out next week. We encourage all parents who accessed the provision to
provide us with feedback so it can be used to improve subsequent holiday
activities. This year the school is planning to use the 'Teachers2Parents' online
facility for parents to book in their children. Details about this new online facility
and the October half term holiday play scheme will be sent out to parents shortly.

After School Club:
Please note, the contact details of all of the school's After School Club leads.
* For general enquiries and registration, please contact Jo Tillson in the school office. Her
contact details are 020 8826 1896 / jtillson.309@lgflmail.org
* The After School Club manager is Eileen Veneer. Her contact details are 020 8826 1897
/ playcentre@rhodes.haringey.sch.uk
* The Senior Leader in school for the school's After School Club is Deputy Headteacher,
Maria Panayiotou. Her contact details are 020 8826 1892 / mpanayiotou.309@lgflmail.org

Sharing Success
If would like to share your child’s achievements with the school
community please email the office with a brief overview and photograph.

Just like Lucas did: Lucas, in Year 6, models for many different
campaigns and is lucky enough to travel the UK and world with his work.

We really enjoy hearing about the children’s success and are proud of
their achievements.

Celebrations
Rhodes Avenue has many aspects of school life that should be celebrated, the
pupils’ academic achievements, their sporting talents, musical skills, the inclusive
atmosphere and the quality of education provided.
Over the past year we have seen many changes within the world of pupil
assessment: new systems and procedures, higher expectations and greater
challenges, new tests and new measures for progress and attainment.
The end of Key Stage results this summer demonstrate the outstanding teaching
and learning that takes place at the school and I would like to congratulate the
children, past and present, on their achievements. The attainment and progress
data, for the school, indicates that we are performing in the top 5% of all schools
in the country for writing and maths and the top 20% for reading.
Early Years Foundation Stage
The number of children achieving a ‘good level of development’ at the end of the
foundation stage increased by 12% this year to 82% and is above the LA average
of 67.7%. This percentage is made up of the Prime areas of learning: Personal,
Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development and Communication
and Language.
Year 1 Phonics
Rhodes
Avenue
Phonics

91%

Rhodes
Avenue %
(15)
81.1%

We are very pleased with our Phonic results for Year 1 pupils’. The number of
children reaching the expected level was above local average at 91% and
significantly higher than 2015 results.
End of Key Stage 1 Attainment

Reading
Writing
Maths
Combined
Reading,
Writing,
Maths

Working
Toward
Standard
(WTS)
9%
14%
12%

Expected
Standard
(EXS) (+)

Local
EXS (+)

91%
86%
88%
81.1%

78%
75%
78%
69.3%

Greater
Depth
Standard
(GDS) (+)
39%
33%
37%
23.3%

Local
GDS (+)

28%
19%
25%
13.1%

An outstanding set of Key Stage 1 data when compared to local averages. By the
end of Key Stage 1, pupils at Rhodes Avenue attain significantly higher than their
peers locally in all subject areas.

End of Key Stage 2
Attainment Measure

Reading
Spelling Punctuation
And Grammar (SPAG)
Maths
Writing Teacher
Assessment
Combined
Reading, Writing,
Maths

Expected
Standard
EXS
87%
92%

Greater Depth
Standard
GDS
53%
57%
47%

National
2016
66%
72%

95%
97%

47%

70%
74%

85%

32%

53%

Rhodes Avenue
Scaled Score
109
110
109

Reading
SPAG
Maths

National Average
Scaled Score
103
104
103

Progress Measure
(The National progress score is 0)
Progress measures: KS1 to KS2
Reading progress score (confidence interval in brackets)

4.2

Percentile
Rank
20%

Writing progress score (confidence interval in brackets)

4.4

Top 5%

Maths progress score (confidence interval in brackets)

4.5

Top 5%

Results by the end of Key Stage 2 – 2016 - were outstanding! Pupils attain
significantly higher than national averages in all areas for the expected standard
and at greater depth.
Progress data shows the school is above the national average and this is
statistically significant.
This data is also available on the school website. The Department for
Education will be publishing school comparison data later in the Autumn
term.
Dates for your diary
Class Parent Meetings

School Council Elections
National Poetry Day
Year 5 Trip to Maritime Museum
Year 3 Trip to Celtic Harmony
Year 2 Trip Museum of London
Individual Photographs
Parents/Carers' Evening 1
Parents/Carers' Evening 2

Date
13th September - Year 6
14th September - Year 5
14th September - Year 1
15th September - Year 4
16th September - Year 2
21st September - Year 3
26th September
6th October
19th October
4th November
7th November
8th November
16th November
17th November

Time
3pm Start for each meeting

16:00 - 20:00
16:00 - 18:00

TERM DATES 2016 – 2017
Autumn Term 2016
Starts

Ends

Term Days

Autumn 1

Staff: Monday 5 Sept
Children: Wed 7 Sept

Friday 21 October

35

Holiday

Monday 24 October

Friday 28 October

Autumn 2

Tuesday 1 November

Wednesday
21 December

38

Holiday
Spring Term 2017
Starts

Ends

Term Days

Spring 1

Staff: Tues 3.1.17
Children: Wed 4.1.17

Friday 10 February

29

Holiday

Monday 13 February

Friday 17 February

Spring 2

Monday 20 February

Thursday 30 March

30

Holiday
Summer Term 2017
Starts

Ends

Term Days

Summer 1

Tuesday 18 April

Friday 26 May
(inc May Day Bank Holiday
on 1st May)

28

Holiday

Monday 29 May

Friday 2 June

Summer 2

Monday 5 June

Friday 21 July

35

TOTAL

195 Days

Holiday

Teacher Availability Days:

Monday 5th September 2016
Tuesday 6th September 2016
Monday 31st October 2016
Tuesday 3rd January 2017
Friday 31st March 2017

Once again on behalf of all the Staff and Governors I warmly welcome you back
to the start of this new academic year.
Best wishes,

Adrian Hall
Headteacher
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