
 
 
 

 
                                                                Year 3    

Summer Term 2018 
Curriculum News letter 

Class Teachers: Sam Perkins, Nina Watson, Marie-Therese Stoddart and Emma 
Sarkar 

                                                                                                                 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Welcome to our final term in Year 3. What a year it has been! We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you all for being such welcoming and supportive parents – you have 

helped to make the children’s first year in the juniors a very memorable one. This term holds 
yet more exciting events and dates for your diary. We will be going on a school trip to The 

Natural History Museum on Thursday 3rd May 2018. Here we will explore the Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes exhibition. As part of our upcoming local area topic ‘Memories from Muswell Hill’, 
we will be visiting Alexandra Palace and completing some learning activities there.  

In English, we will be exploring a variety of English writing techniques incorporating our topic 
Angry Earth. We will focus on the book Escape from Pompeii, where the children will look at 

the descriptive and emotive language used, and use this language to inspire their descriptive 
writing. We will role play and create drama based on the text and re-enactment videos of 
Pompeii. After half term, we will focus on two texts which will inspire the children to write their 

own stories and writing in role based on characters from the stories. Handwriting will continue 
to be a focus in the Summer term. With many children consistently joining their writing now, 

we are eagerly working towards pen licenses. Our grammar foci for this term will focus on 
subordinate clauses, sentence structure and overall improvement of the children’s own writing.  
 

In Maths we will begin to revisit our learning from the previous two terms. This will allow the 
children to really consolidate their learning before moving on to Year 4. We will look at units 

such as shape, measurement and fractions. Now that the children are familiar with these units, 
they will focus on reasoning and their ability to explain their learning; justifying their 

mathematical choices. We will continue to challenge the children with real life problems 
enabling the children to relate their learning to everyday life. They will explore their reasoning 
skills across the mathematics curriculum e.g. time, money, shape and fractions.  

Times tables will continue to take an emphasis within the classroom, we would encourage the 
children to persevere with their work at home to improve these skills. There will be the 

opportunity for the children to continue to practice these skills in school during a weekly times-
tables test, where children are encouraged to beat their own personal score each week.  
 

In Science we will be looking at ‘Rocks and Soils’. The children will investigate properties of a 
variety of rocks and soils and they will plan, carry out and evaluate experiments. The children 

will categorise and group various rocks depending on their appearance.  
After half term, children will learn about Plants and their functions. We will grow our own 
plants, planning an experiment, carrying out observations over time, and predicting what may 

happen.   
 

Our topics are: 
Summer 1: Angry Earth 
The children are really enjoying this topic and we look forward to the trip where children will 

have an opportunity to share their learning, applying what they have learnt. Throughout the 
term we have been looking at volcanoes, tsunamis and natural disasters. 

 



Summer 2: Memories of Muswell  
This topic will focus on our local area and surroundings. We will explore Muswell Hill and hope 
that the children will have lots of their own memories and stories to share. We will take a trip 

around Muswell Hill looking at the scenery, streets and buildings. We will have a particular 
focus on design and technology towards the end of this term. The children will consider snack 

bars, their structure and the types of snacks available. The children will then devise their own 
recipes, explaining and justifying their choices. We hope the children will be able to follow their 
recipes to make these snack bars, and then use their evaluating skills to comment on their 

effectiveness and suggest areas for improvements. 
 

In Computing, our focus for this term will be programming. We will use a variety of 
programmes available in our computing suite including Crystal Rainforest, Scratch and many 
others. We will begin to use Lego Wedo – exploring the inputting of information and how this 

can be manipulated.  
 

In PE our focus this term will be athletics, improving the children’s ability to perform a range 
of athletic disciplines such as running, hurdling, jumping, and throwing.   
It is essential that children have their PE kits in school everyday. This includes a Rhodes 

Avenue T-shirt (available from the school office), shorts, jogging bottoms, warm top and 
appropriate footwear.  Children will be asked to remove or cover earrings before taking part in 

their PE session. All hair should be tied back for PE lessons.  Sports day will be on Tuesday 19th 
June 2018. The children are required to wear a coloured T-shirt that matches their team 

continent. (Asia -  Red, Africa – Green, Americas – Blue, Europe – Yellow, Antarctica – White 
and Australasia – Black).   
 

In Music children will use a range of instrument throughout the term e.g. xylophones. Children 
will be composing music linking to our topics.     

Important Summer term dates for your diaries: 
 

Whole year group trip to Natural History 
Museum.   

 Thursday 3rd May 

Year 3 Cycle training 8th – 9th - 14th & 15th May 

Half Term Monday 28th May – 1st June 

Yr 3 Choir @ Albert Hall Monday 4th June 

Class Photographs Tuesday 12th June 

Sports Day Tuesday 19th June 

Summer Fair 1st July 

Meet the Teacher Tuesday 10th July 

Parents’ Evening Thursday 12th July 

Summer Term Ends  Friday 21st July 

 
Again, should you have any concerns or wish to discuss anything at all do not hesitate to speak 
to us. Thank you for a fantastic year, we look forward to a busy and exciting final term.  

 
Many Thanks, 

 
Sam Perkins, Marie-Therese Stoddart, Nina Watson and Emma Sarkar 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


