
Welcome 

Reception Parents Meeting – October 2017 



Our Topic this half term 

‘Marvellous Me and Fantastic Friends’ 
 Core texts  
 Self portraits 
 Similarities and Differences 
 What makes me special? 
 Making friends 
 Playing together 
 
 

 



Areas of the EYFS Curriculum - Prime 

 
Personal, Social and  

Emotional Development: 
* Making Relationships 
* Self-confidence & self- 

Awareness 
* Managing feelings and 

behaviour 

 
Communication and Language: 

* Listening & attention 
* Understanding 

* Speaking 



Literacy:  

* Reading 

* Writing 

Mathematics: 

* Numbers 

* Shape, Space and  

Measures 

Areas of the EYFS Curriculum -Specific 





A day in school 

  Register at 9am 
  Phonics – whole class – differentiated 
  5 a day/dough disco 
  ‘Busy Time’ free flow 
  5 minute whole class learning 
 Lunch at 11.45 – 1pm 
  Register at 1pm 
  Whole class learning  
 ‘Busy Time’ free flow 
  Story Time/Singing/Celebrating birthdays 
 Home time at 3.25pm 





How initial (first) sounds are taught 

Using the sound cards 
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Pronouncing the sounds 
 All words are made up of sound (phonemes) 
 In English there are 44.   
We use ‘pure sounds’. 
How were you taught at school? 
 ABC  ?       
What does this word say?       Deeowgee 

 
 
  
 
 
 



What order are the sounds taught in? Why? 

 Set 1:  
m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, r, 

j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk.  
Set 2:  

ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy.  
Set 3:  

ea, oi, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, aw, are, ur, er, ow, ai, 
oa, ew, ire, ear, ure, tion, cious, tious.  



 
How many of these words can you read? 
 
play mayk trayn cafay strayt wayt brayk  
 
green dreem kee hee happee   
 
light kight fligh Igh igh tigh  
 
blow smowk flowt gow mowst  
 
moon broot bloo groo  
 
 
 

If English had a simple code spelling and reading would 
be much easier!! 



Fred talk 
 We would say c_a_t, not cat 
 This helps children learn to spell as well!  
 Children convert words into sounds 
 They press the sounds they hear on to their fingers... 

 
 
 



Red words 
 Also known as key words, tricky words or high 

frequency words. 
 These words cannot be easily sounded out. 
 Children will begin to visualise them with experience 

of reading. 
 Word cards are very useful. 



Nonsense words  
 These words are made up  
 They ensure that all children understand the sounds 

and don’t just memorise words 
 We teach real words and  
nonsense words to ensure that they  
have a full understanding 



So how can you help your child? 

 By knowing the 44 sounds 
and how to pronounce them 

 
 By knowing how to blend using Fred Talk for reading                            

m_a_t  
 
 
 



and... 
 By having fun with Fred Talk at home! 
 
“What a tidy r-oo-m!” 
“Where’s your c-oa-t?”     
“Time for b-e-d!” 
 
 

 
 
 
 



and... 
 By reading to your child lots of lovely stories and asking lots of 

questions! 
 
Use these prompts to help you: 
 
  What is that 

character 
thinking? 

What is the 
character 
saying? 

 

 

What do you  

think that character is  

feeling now? 
 

What is happening? 

What do you think  
happens next? 



RWI Reading Books 

We read with children every week 
 Sound sheet 
 Ditty sheet 
 Books 



Writing 
 Gross Motor skills 
  * Climbing  
 * Moving in different ways 
 * Big movements 
 * PE / Write Dance  
  Fine Motor skills 
 * Pencil grip  
 * Squeezing/ kneading/ threading/ pouring 
 * Chunky mark making tools 
 * Early mark making leads to writing  



Writing – End of Year expectations 
 Early Learning Goal 
 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds.  
They also write some irregular common words. 
They write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly 
and others are phonetically plausible. 



Maths in Reception 
Two areas  
 
 Number 
 
 Shape, Space and Measure (SSM) 
 



  Recognise and sequence numerals 0-20 
 Count on and back from any number between 0 and 20 
 Count objects, actions to 20 
 Match numeral to quantity 
 Compare quantities (more, less, same) 
 Estimate how many objects are in a group and check 
 Find the total number of objects in two groups 
 Find one more and one less from a group of objects 
 Use the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting 
 Add and subtract two single digit numbers 
 Use marks to record calculations 
 Solve problems involving doubling, halving and sharing 

 

Number (N) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shape, space and measure (SSM) 

 2D and 3D shapes and their basic properties 

 Positional language e.g. behind, next to, in between 

 Pattern (recognise, create, describe) 

 Measuring (length, weight, height, capacity and distance) 

 Time (language related to time) 

 Ordering and sequencing familiar events 

 Money 



How do we teach maths in 
Reception? 

Practically 
 Through play 

 Through games 

 Through songs and rhymes 

  Modelling good, accurate vocabulary 

 Through questioning ‘I wonder what / if….?’ 



Our weekly maths lessons 
We have a maths focus for the week 
 
 3 x 10 - 15 minute carpet sessions to introduce, teach and 

reinforce 
 
 One directed/adult led activity a week  
 
 Maths table (activities set up to help apply what the 

children have learnt) 



How can you help at home? 
Children learn best when they are having fun! 
 Make activities practical, turn them into a game. (handout) 

 Give lots of praise! 
 Don’t rush your child through the learning. 
 Use the correct vocabulary 
 
Ask if you are not sure about the home learning 

 
 

 But most importantly……….. 



Home learning 
 Weekly home learning activities  
  out – Thursday, in – following Tuesday 
  weekly summary of learning 
  2 or 3 activities a week 

 Home pack  
  CD 
  Sound sheet 
  First 45 Key words 
  Maths activities sheet 
  ELG descriptors 
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