Home Learning
Parent Meeting
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September 3.00pm

Why now?
Why are changes necessary?
What helped our thinking?
What are the plans?
Then what?

Homework (Primary)
At Rhodes Avenue, we battled with the issues and surveyed the best available evidence, from the EEF Toolkit, specific recent studies
on homework (this one via Dan Willingham) and used he IEE ‘Best Evidence in Brief‘ newsletter on homework research HERE.
How effective is it?
• It was found that schools whose pupils do homework tend to be more successful. However it is not clear whether use of
homework is a reason for this success. A number of reviews and meta‐analyses have explored this issue. There is stronger
evidence that it is helpful at secondary level, but there is much less evidence of benefit at primary level.
• There is some evidence that when homework is used as a short and focused intervention it can be effective in improving students’
attainment, but this is limited for primary age pupils (this also links to working memory). Overall the general benefits are likely to
be modest if homework is more routinely set.
• The quality of the task set appears to be more important than the quantity of work required from the pupil.
How secure is the evidence?
• Homework has been extensively researched. There is a relatively consistent picture that pupils in schools which give more
homework perform better, although for primary age pupils the difference is small. However, there are only a small number of
studies which have investigated whether this relationship is due to the homework itself, rather than other school factors. These
studies compare classes where homework is introduced to similar classes where homework is not given. They tend to show that
homework can be beneficial, but this finding is less secure than the first, because of the smaller number of studies and the quality
of the evidence.

What did the research tell us?
Overall, homework in primary schools does not appear to lead to large increases in learning. Home learning is proven to be more
effective with older students than their younger counterparts. This is typically because they are more able to self‐regulate their
learning and they have more background knowledge to draw upon. For similar reasons, high ability students typically benefit more
from home learning than low ability students.
Teacher scaffolding is essential to guide effective home learning. Parental involvement is key when supporting learning at home for
younger pupils. Effective homework is associated with strong parental involvement and support.

The broader evidence base suggests that short focused tasks or activities which relate directly to what is being taught, and which are
built upon in school, are likely to be more effective than regular daily homework.
Pupils need to understand the purpose of the homework.
Homework is seemingly most effective when it involves practice or rehearsal of subject matter already taught. Students should not
typically be exposed to new material for their home learning, unless they are judged more expert learners. Complex, open ended
homework is often completed least effectively; whereas, short, frequent homework is more likely to have more impact.

Prof Susan Hallam from the Institute of Education says there is "hard
evidence" from research that homework really does improve how well
pupils achieve. "There is no question about that.“
But she says this doesn't mean that endlessly increasing the amount of
homework will keep delivering better results.

WHAT MAKES HOME LEARNING EFFECTIVE?
• Cathy Vatterott (2010) identified five fundamental characteristics of good homework:
purpose, efficiency, ownership, competence, and aesthetic appeal.
• Purpose: all homework assignments are meaningful & students must also understand
the purpose of the assignment and why it is important in the context of their academic
experience (Xu, 2011).
• Efficiency: homework should not take an inordinate amount of time and should require
some hard thinking.
• Ownership: students who feel connected to the content and assignment learn more and
are more motivated. Providing students with choice in their assignments is one way to
create ownership.
• Competence: students should feel competent in completing homework. In order to
achieve this, it’s beneficial to abandon the one‐size‐fits‐all model. Homework that
students can’t do without help is not good homework.
• Inspiring: A well‐considered & clearly designed resource and task impacts positively
upon student motivation.

Here at Rhodes
Home learning refers to the tasks given to pupils by their teachers to
complete outside of usual lessons. At Rhodes Avenue we encourage children
to complete home learning activities at home in order to:
• To consolidate and extend learning initiated within school; to provide
context.
• To promote independent pupil learning
• To provide the opportunity for family or peer learning
• develop excitement for learning, research and enquiry.
• Develop a learning platform between school and home. Encourage
parental involvement in, and understanding of, the work their children do
at school.

Tier 1
Research shows that short focused tasks or activities which relate directly to what is being taught and are built upon in school; are more effective than regular homework. This is why
each year group will provide non‐negotiable home learning activities, which the children will be asked to complete independently or with adult support. These activities will relate to
classroom learning and will be used as a short focused intervention.
Daily Reading
Books centralise the school curriculum and form the foundation for all learning. We hope to promote a love a reading at school and home. We actively encourage children to read or
listen to stories daily at home; your child may want to read independently, be heard reading, share a story or be read to. Reading exposes children to rich language and diverse
content, reading promotes a range vocabulary, grammatical structures and can open new worlds.
Parents are encouraged to talk with their children about the content of their reading. Parents can help in this process by:
discussing the characters and important events in the text
encouraging children to predict what might happen next
discussing emotions felt by characters through dialogue and actions
extending discussions beyond the text by relating it to everyday life
encouraging children to give, and to justify, their opinions.
All children will bring a book home to read. This will be a school library book and/or a banded level reading book. Older children are encouraged to bring in their own reading books
from home. Levelled reading books are provided based on the teacher’s assessment of reading and comprehension. Parents and children are encouraged to record their reading
comments and thoughts daily in their reading diary.; this book will also act as communication between home and school.
Times Tables or daily numbers
In Rhodes Avenue, we value the importance of children having the tools for arithmetic at their finger‐tips. Through knowing their times tables and number facts, pupils will gain the
foundation for learning different aspects of mathematics such as place value, division, algebra, long multiplication and fractions.
Different year groups will set number activities and times table task encouraging children to learn and practice.
Phonics (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)
Phonics is one of the skills used to support children when learning to read. Sounds will be shared with the parents to show what the school will be teaching each week. We will
support phonic home learning through parent workshops and information sessions.
Grammar (KS2)
As Grammar is a statutory requirement at the end of year 6, year groups will set a short piece of grammar homework to consolidate work done during the week?

Tier 2
Collaborative home learning projects
• Throughout the year there will be opportunities to enhance learning through participating in a collaborative project based
learning.
• These activities are designed to encourage shared learning. Shared learning is a collaborative approach to learning that can be
completed with parents, siblings, family members or friends.
• Each year group provides an optional list of activities where you are able to select at least three to complete throughout the year.
• The projects range in outcome. Some are creative, they all encourage research and independent thinking
• Children will be asked to share their collaborative learning with their peers in school. This could be through class presentations, at
a school fair/event, through display, in an assembly or by entering a competition with local schools.
• Year groups will provide this list at the beginning of each year, enabling parents to look at family calendars and plan the best time
to complete projects.

Examples of School projects
• To bring a photograph from home and talk about their family
(Reception)
• To complete an extended creative writing task (Year 6)
• To create a Science board to present at the Science Fair.
• To present factual information about the planet Earth (Year 3)
• Research an artist or designer; linking to current exhibitions.
1.

Renzo Piano (Architect) 15th Sept 2018 to 20 Jan 2019 ‐ Royal Academy

2.

Vincent Van Gogh (Artist) 27th march to 11th August 2019 ‐ Tate Britain

3.

Olufur Elliason (Artist) 11th July 2019 to 15th January 2020 ‐ Tate Modern

4.

Franz West (Artist) 20th Feb to 2nd June 2019 ‐ Tate Modern

5.

Christian Dior (Fashion designer) Starting 2nd Feb 2019 ‐ Victoria and Albert Museum

Tier 3
Optional Home Learning
A range of home learning activities will be provided and reviewed half termly. These will link to the wider range of subjects, skills and
objectives taught in school. This home learning will be available via a website link or uploaded to the year group website for
parents/carers to access if they wish for their child to do additional learning at home.
Each week the school learning will be displayed on the website. You will be able to use this to look at what learning has been
happening in school. For example.

Mathematics

English

Spelling Rule

Grammar Focus

Rounding from 1 to 3 decimal places,
Ordering and comparing whole and decimal
numbers
Multiplying and dividing by 10,100,1000 and
10,000

First person account from a Mayan Child
perspective

Suffixes where the root word ends in e
Cycle‐ cycling

Pronouns

Comprehensions based on Mayan Cities

Pupils will then be able to use the uploads to complete age appropriate tasks that could relate to the curriculum coverage.
Parents can use the coverage to set home learning questions
Parents of younger pupils (Years 1, 2, 3) will also be provided with a model to support learning at home.

Tier 3 home learning does not need to be returned to school and additional
activities can be made available if requested.
This section of the policy will continue to develop. We greatly appreciate
your feedback on the activities available. The amount, choice and selection.
We have bought subscriptions to Maths is Fun and Mathletics (children will
receive a personal login before October half term). Teachers will be able to
track use, success and misconceptions to inform planning.
We are also looking into similar English resources.

Tier 1
Daily
Year 4

Daily reading

Tier 2
#Choose
Presentations/projects

Tier 3
Optional
Reading Comprehension

Timetables

Roman Shield (Autumn Term 1)

Writing tasks

HFW

Famous Victorians (Spring Term 1)

Maths Activities

London Landmark (Summer Term 2)
Science Fair Project (March)
Wold Book day Activity (March)
Artist Research (ongoing throughout
the year)

Year 4 Example

We have started to create a working document to support purposeful
learning at home to:
Outline the school’s non‐negotiables,
Allow creativity, joint working and independent research,
Provide a real purpose for learning at home,
Support busy home lives,
Allow parents the choice and freedom
To provide home learning than is shown to have the most impact on
school learning.

We know we have to:
• Keep you informed and lines of communication open –
Learning looks (Years 1, 2, 3) ‐ communication via the website,
communication in reading diaries.
• Review what we are offering – listen to your feedback and respond.

