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Rhodes Avenue Primary is an outstanding school where our 
children are at the heart of all we do. We have high aspirations 
to promote excellence, support ambition and generate 
optimism for the future.

We aim to promote a love of knowledge and understanding in 
all our children, and encourage them to explore further. We 
celebrate individuality and diversity through a broad and rich 
curriculum, in conjunction with teaching social and moral values 
concerned with loving relationships, the good of society, the 
environment and the global community. 

Rhodes Avenue Primary School strives to provide the best in 
primary education. Working in partnership with the local 
community, the pupils, staff, parents and governors continue to 
pursue excellence in all aspects of school life.  Our aim is for all 
children to enjoy learning and achieve success in a healthy, 
happy and inclusive environment.
 
Please view our school website for further information on 
the contents of this prospectus – including year group 
information and school policies - at 
www.rhodesavenue.school

WELCOME TO RHODES AVENUE

SCHOOL AIMS
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Rhodes Avenue is a three-form entry school with 
approximately 670 pupils on role.  We offer 90 places in each 
year from Reception to Year 6 and have full and part time 
Nursery places available.

23 classes are taught in state-of-the-art facilities that are bright 
and spacious.  Children benefit from the latest technology, with 
separate teaching spaces for specialised teaching groups, music, 
ICT and art.  The school building includes a library, performance 
spaces, a sports hall and a kitchen that provides daily 
freshly-cooked meals.

The school is set in delightful grounds with play facilities and 
equipment, a sports cage and wildlife areas.  Outdoor education 
permeates the school curriculum and children have access to a 
large Forest School area, and fruit and vegetable gardens.  The 
Breakfast club is provided with fresh eggs laid by the school’s hens.

We offer full wrap-around care from 7.40am until 6pm, 
including Breakfast,  After-School and Holiday clubs.  We also 
have a comprehensive extra-curricular programme that operates 
before school, during lunch break, and after school hours. 

For full details of our wrap-around care please contact Joanne 
Tillson in the school office: office@rhodes.haringey.sch.uk

OUR SCHOOL
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We have a committed and 
enthusiastic governing body that 
covers a variety of school issues, 
including strategic planning, 
budgeting, the curriculum, human 
resources and communications.

The full governing body meets 
half termly, as do the committees 
– Resources, Premises & Health 
and Safety, Curriculum and 
Communications.  As necessary, 
the governing body also appoints 
working parties to oversee 
particular projects.

There is regular communication between governors and 
parents. In addition to their Annual Report to Parents and an 
annual themed evening, the governors are
always on hand at parents’ evenings and can also be 
contacted by writing to the Chair of Governors at 
rhodes.governors@gmail.com.

An election is held every 
year at the beginning of the 
school year. Children from 
Year 2 to Year 6 who want 
to be a School Council 
representative inform their 
class teacher that they 
want to stand for election. 

They will then write a manifesto, outlining what they want to 
achieve for their class and school.

Manifestos are presented to the whole class and the children 
use an official ballot form to vote. The ballot is secret and the 
children elect a girl and a boy. The teachers also vote for an 
additional school member for each year group.

THE GOVERNING BODY

SCHOOL COUNCIL
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Prescription medicines

We will:

Rhodes Avenue Primary School Association (RAPSA) is our 
school fundraising parents’ association and is central to 
providing our community spirit.  It has an active schedule of 
events and provides both family and adult social events.  
These include: school fairs (Spring and Christmas), a summer 
fun day, cake sales and jumble sales, quiz nights and special 
themed music and food evenings.  

All parents and guardians are members of RAPSA and 
anyone is eligible to join the committee.  The organisation 
always welcomes new parents who wish to become involved.

only accept medicines that have 
been prescribed by a doctor, 
dentist, nurse or pharmacist

only accept medicines that are 
provided in the original 
container as dispensed by a 
pharmacist and which include 
the prescriber’s instructions for 
administration

not make changes to dosages on 
parental instructions

ensure that medicines that are 
no longer required will be 
returned to parents

Non-Prescription Medicines

Staff are unable to give non- prescribed medicines to a 
child unless a written consent form has been 
completed and signed by the parent/carer.  Forms are 
available from the school office.

RAPSA PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MEDICAL & WELFARE
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We have a medical room in school where children who 
have been injured or who become unwell during the day 
can be treated.

Our classroom assistants and nursery nurses usually deal 
with minor ailments and accidents.  In the unlikely event 
that your child has a more serious accident and has to go 
to hospital, a member of staff will accompany them and we 
will inform you immediately.

Please ensure that we are 
notified of any changes to 
your contact details and that 
all information on your 
child’s Welfare Form is up to 
date so that we can always 
contact you in the event of 
an emergency.

If your child becomes ill at 
school, we will contact you 
so that you can collect 
them.  Please do not send 
your child to school if you 
have doubts about their 
fitness. If your child has 
sickness or diarrhea, we 
strongly recommend that 
you do not send them to 
school for 48 hours.

Like every school in the country, we are sometimes affected 
by head lice.  If your child has head lice please do not feel 
there is any stigma attached to this problem.  Advice is 
available from school on appropriate treatment.  We ask 
parents and carers to check their child’s hair every week and 
treat if necessary. The school is not allowed to check 
children’s hair for lice.

Reception age pupils have routine eye tests and Reception 
and Year 6 pupils have height and weight tests. Parents are 
informed prior to any health checks being carried out.

MEDICAL & WELFARE (cont.)
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We initially ask parents to see their child’s class teacher 
about any problem that has arisen regarding their child.  If 
the problem remains unresolved parents are welcome to see 
the Headteacher.  Should they remain unsatisfied, parents 
should contact the Chair of Governors. The school policy for 
complaints is available on the school website or a hard copy 
can be obtained from the school office.

Rhodes Avenue provides a caring environment, where 
individuality is celebrated and everyone is respected. By the 
use of positive reinforcement and good management we 
seek to establish a whole school approach which helps 
children to feel positive about themselves, their abilities and 
achievements, and their power of decision-making.

We aim to create a happy, friendly atmosphere where 
confidence, respect and trust are of paramount importance 
and where staff, pupils, parents, carers and governors work 
together in a spirit of co-operation.

COMPLAINTS

BEHAVIOUR & LEARNING
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Rhodes Avenue is 
committed to delivering 
good outcomes for pupils 
by providing a safe learning 
environment that 
promotes their welfare and 
helps them to develop 
socially and emotionally so 
that they can make the 
most of their life chances.

In line with the Education 
Act 1989/2002, the school 
will ensure that 
arrangements are in place 
to safeguard and promote 
the welfare of pupils by:

providing a safe, healthy learning environment that 
allows them to develop to their full potential

safeguarding their welfare, particularly those pupils 
who are most disadvantaged 

providing pupils with opportunities to discuss issues 
and report problems affecting their safety and welfare

ensuring safe recruitment practices

ensuring robust procedures for recognition and 
referral where there are welfare or child protection 
concerns, including abuse, neglect, extremism, CSE, 
FGM, gangs and children missing from education

raising awareness amongst staff of child protection 
issues and ensuring staff are equipped to deal with 
concerns

monitoring and supporting pupils who are subject to 
child protection plans and contributing to the 
implementation of their plan

promoting partnerships between parents and 
professionals.

CHILD PROTECTION
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Schools play a vital role in the identification of any issues 
around the safeguarding of children, and in monitoring 
children about whom there maybe concerns.  We do not 
make judgments or investigate cases of any safeguarding 
issues, but we do have a legal responsibility to inform 
Children’s Services if any issues of safeguarding are brought 
to our attention.  

We follow the London Safeguarding Children Board’s child 
protection procedures in line with recommendations from 
the London Borough of Haringey.  There is a designated 
member of staff in the school who, together with the 
Headteacher, has overall responsible for Safeguarding.

CHILD PROTECTION (cont.)
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We value and encourage the 
involvement of parents and carers 
at our school, and do all we can
to keep you well-informed.

We hold a Welcome meeting for 
new parents, to explain our daily 
routines and answer any questions 
you may have.

Parents receive regular newsletters 
from the Headteacher, which 
contain news about recent 
achievements and information on 
future events. Annual curriculum 
meetings and termly curriculum 
newsletters keep parents informed of the skills and 
knowledge being taught. There are also three parents’ 
evenings per year – one each term – where your class teacher 
will discuss your child’s progress with you.  Teachers are also 
available for a quick chat at the end of the school day, but we 
do ask that you make an appointment with them if you 
require a longer discussion.  Our Headteacher is very 
approachable and has an ‘open door’ attitude – if he can’t see 
you immediately, the office will make an appointment for you 
within 24 hours.

The school website hosts 
a wealth of school 
information and news, and 
provides a forum for the 
children, parents, staff and 
governors.  We value the 
opinions of the whole 
school community, so we 
conduct annual surveys 
for pupils, staff and 
parents, as well as 
conducting short surveys 
throughout the year on 
specific topics.

HOME SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS
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School start:  

Nursery Wood Pecker:       08:45
Years 1-6:     08.55
Reception & Nursey Hedgehog:        09:00

School ends:

Nursery Wood Pecker:  11:45
Nursey Hedgehog:              15.00
Reception:                         15:25
Years 1 – 6:    15:30

We place great importance on punctuality, and ask that all 
parents adhere to the following times:

There are three breaks during the day for 
Infants and Juniors.  We hold daily assemblies 
which include singing, Headteacher Awards, 
and class and themed assemblies.

Rhodes Avenue offers full wrap around care and provides a 
Breakfast Club from 7.40am and After School care from the 
end of the school day.  This is offered from 3pm in Nursery 
until 4.00pm or 6.00pm. Children from Reception to Year 6 
are able to attend the Rhodes Avenue Play Centre.  The Play 
Centre runs from 3.30pm until 6pm. every evening after 
school. The Play Centre Manager can be reached on 
0208 826 1897.

The school also runs a range of holiday activities.  These run 
for each half term, 8 days over the Easter Holiday and 4 
weeks during the summer break.

For general enquires and registration contact: 

Mrs Joanne Tillson

Rhodes Avenue, London. N22 7UT

T: 0208 826 1896

E: office@rhodes.haringey.sch.uk

SCHOOL TIMES, EXTENDED CARE &
HOLIDAY PLAY SCHEMES
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The school must be informed of the reasons for all absences 
from school.  An authorised absence is one that has been 
approved by a teacher or other representative of the school. 
Parents or guardians may not approve absence.  An unauthorised 
absence is therefore one that does not have the approval of a 
teacher or other representative of the school.

The beginning of the day is a very important time during 
which the teacher will introduce the day’s work.  Please 
make sure your child arrives on time, as constant lateness 
will put your child at a disadvantage and is discourteous to 
the teacher and other children.

Please collect your children on time at the end of the school 
day. It is distressing for children if they are left at school 
when everyone else has gone home. We understand that 
problems do occasionally arise, but if you telephone school 
we can at least assure your child that you are on the way.

A free school lunch cooked 
on the premises is provided 
for children in Reception, Year 
1 and Year 2. Paid lunches are 
available for children in full 
time Nursery and Years 3-6. 
The menus are available on 
the school website.  Special 
diets can be catered for and 
drinking water is always 
available.

Children may bring their own 
packed lunch to school.  This 
should be brought in a 
suitable, named container.  
Packed lunches should not 
contain fizzy drinks or sweets.

ABSENCE & LATENESS

SCHOOL MEALS
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There is no school uniform 
but we ask parents to send 
children to school in clothes 
which are suitable for the 
day’s activities. We also ask 
that the children wear 
sensible school shoes - 
strappy sandals or crocs are 
not permitted.

All children need a 
P.E./Games kit consisting of 
shorts and a school top, as 
well as socks, and trainers for 
outdoor activities. Rhodes 
Avenue P.E. kits can be 
ordered online or purchased 
at the school office.

Please note:  We have a growing number of children in 
school who have serious allergies to nuts and because of this 
the school has become a  ‘nut-free zone’.  We ask parents 
not to give their children nuts in their packed lunches.

We have lunchtime supervisors who look after the children 
both in the dining hall and in the playground during 
lunchtime.  All supervisors are first aid trained.  A member of 
the Senior Management Team is also on duty during lunchtime.

Free school meals:  Do check to see if you are eligible for 
free school meals.  We are able to check your eligibility in the 
school office. 

Fruit at school:  Fruit is provided for children in the Early 
Years and Key Stage 1 and all Key Stage 2 children are 
encouraged to bring a piece of fruit to school to eat during 
their mid-morning break.

SCHOOL MEALS (cont.)

CLOTHING
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We welcome your co-operation in ensuring the health 
and safety of all children, and ask you not to bring dogs 
onto the school premises. Please supervise your children 
carefully in the school grounds before and after school in 
order to avoid accidents. Children are not allowed to play 
on the climbing frame before school and must be 
supervised by their parents if playing on it after school.

Parking:  If you drive your child to school, parents are 
reminded not to park on the yellow zig-zag lines, and not 
to double park outside the school.  These practices 
present real dangers for the children.

There will be times when 
we ask the children to 
bring in various forms of 
protective clothing for 
activities such as Art, 
Design and Technology or 
outdoor education. To 
keep lost property to a 
minimum, we ask that 
parents label P.E. kits and 
other items of clothing 
clearly, so that lost 
clothing can be easily 
returned to its owner.

CLOTHING (cont.)

HEALTH & SAFETY
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At Rhodes Avenue, we aim to provide a broad and balanced 
curriculum for all our children, including the most able, those 
with special educational needs and those for whom English is 
an additional language. We teach a creative curriculum in 
which the different subjects’ skills and knowledge are taught 
in a cross-curricular way through a half-termly topic.

Knowledge and understanding of the world (including 
history, geography, religious education and science skills 
and knowledge).

Creative development (including art, design and 
technology, music and drama skills and knowledge). 

Communication, language and literacy (including 
reading, writing, speaking and listening, ICT and 
modern foreign language skills and knowledge).

Mathematical understanding, problem-solving and 
reasoning (including mathematics and science skills and 
knowledge). We also follow the National Primary 
Framework for maths and some aspects of maths are 
taught discretely.

Physical development (including physical education and 
dance skills and knowledge).

Personal, social and emotional development (including 
PHSE and citizenship skills and knowledge).

We focus on six areas of learning:

THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
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Our curriculum covers the requirements of the National 
Curriculum through exciting and relevant topics, making 
clear links between the different subjects, skills and knowledge.

Teachers and support staff produce plans for each half term 
based on the chosen topic using year group skills ladders to 
guarantee progression and coverage. Class teachers plan 
their work with their year group colleagues to ensure 
consistency across the year group.

Each term your child’s class teacher will send you advance 
notice of the two topics your child will be covering in each 
half term, as well as details of class routines, such as 
homework. Teachers will also inform you of any trips or visits 
planned for the class.

Parents are encouraged to support their child by, for example, 
visiting the local library or using the internet to research 
half-term topics.  Parents are also invited to come into school 
to share any relevant knowledge and skills with the children, 
and also to accompany classes going on school trips.

THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM (cont.)
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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) begins when a child 
reaches three years old, and continues through the 
Reception class.  The curriculum covers six areas of 
development. These are:

Personal, social and emotional (PSED)

Communication, language and literacy (CLL)

Problem-solving, reasoning and numeracy (PRSN)

Knowledge and understanding of the world (KUW)

Physical development (PD)

Creative development (CD)

The progress the children have made during the EYFS Stage is 
assessed at the end of the Reception year, and their achievements 
are built upon throughout their years in Infants and Juniors.

EARLY YEARS
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Rhodes Avenue has great commitment to the Arts.  We place 
emphasis on enriching the curriculum through the Arts. Each 
year we plan many opportunities for professional artists, 
actors, poets, dancers and others to visit the school and share 
their skills with the children and their teachers.  In addition 
we have our own specialist teachers for art and music. These 
staff work across the whole school to ensure all pupils are 
provided with high quality Arts teaching.

The Arts are a strength of the school and this is reflected in:

extra-curricular activities including four choirs, dance, 
drama and art clubs

displays and the school environment

concerts throughout the year

regular class assemblies and whole school 
performances

music and art provision in the school.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS
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Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) enables children to be 
taught about their life journey, from childhood through to 
adolescence and adulthood. Children will explore their 
emotional, social and physical development. 

Sex education in the Science Curriculum covers anatomy, 
puberty and the biological aspects of sexual reproduction. 
The sex education and drugs elements contained in the 
National Science Curriculum are mandatory for all pupils of 
primary age and are:

Year 1:   Health, growth and parts of the body.

Year 2: Life cycles of living things.

Year 5: Reproduction of plants and animals and the  
  life cycle.

Year 6: Reproduction of living things.

‘Every maintained school in England must provide a basic 
curriculum (RE, sex education and the National Curriculum). This 
includes provision for RE for all registered pupils at the school … 
except for those withdrawn by their parents … in accordance with 
Schedule 19 to the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.’

The Education Reform Act 1998 states that an Agreed Syllabus 
of Religious Education shall “…reflect the fact that the religious 
traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking 
into account the teaching and practices of the other principal 
religions represented in Great Britain.”

At Rhodes Avenue, the children study Christianity and five 
other world faiths: Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and 
Sikhism.  We follow the London Borough of Haringey’s 
scheme of work in this subject.  Parents have the legal right 
to withdraw their children from RE lessons and/or assemblies.

SEX & RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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Parents and carers have the right to withdraw their children 
from all or part of the school’s Drug and Sex and 
Relationship Education programmes, except those parts 
covered by the statutory national curriculum in Science.  
Parents who have concerns about either Drugs or Sex and 
Relationship Education are encouraged to talk to the class 
teacher, PSHE/SEAL and Citizenship leader, the Deputy or 
Headteacher, to discuss the programme in detail.

develop physical competence and confidence

promote physical skill and development 

gain knowledge of the body in action

discover their own aptitudes and preferences for 
different activities

At Rhodes Avenue, Physical Education offers opportunities 
for children to:

SEX & RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION (cont.)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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The P.E. curriculum is delivered through careful planning to 
ensure that children receive the equivalent of 2 hours of high 
quality P.E. per week.  P.E. planning is reviewed on an ongoing 
basis to ensure suitability, continuity and progression.

Different teaching methods and approaches are used 
throughout the school depending on the activity and the age 
range and ability of the children.

be creative and competitive

face different challenges as individuals and in teams 

learn how to plan, perform and evaluate in order to 
improve quality and effectiveness

understand what it takes to persevere, succeed and 
acknowledge success in others

develop positive attitudes to participation in physical 
activity

gain experience in a variety of sports, understand their 
rules, and appreciate their cultural origins.

At Rhodes Avenue, Physical Education offers opportunities 
for children to:

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (cont.)
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We believe that all children have individual needs.  Special 
educational provision is made when a child has a greater 
difficulty than the majority in accessing the full curriculum. 
We believe it is important to identify individual learning 
needs through early and continuous assessment.

We follow a graduated approach to identifying and assessing 
special needs as outlined in the Department for Education, 
Special Educational Needs and Disability code of practice.  
We involve parents and children in any decisions affecting 
their needs and have regular meetings with parents of 
children who are on the special needs register.

We maintain an Inclusion Leader 
(SENDCO) who is also an Assistant 
Headteacher and a Special Educational 
Needs Disability Coordinator (SENDCO) 
for the Early Years who both liaise with 
parents, outside agencies, teachers and 
special needs assistants.

We make full use of the variety of 
expertise in the staff, the school 
community and the Local Authority in 
supporting children with special 
educational needs. Please view our SEND 
information report and School Offer on 
the school website.

Rhodes Avenue is an inclusive school which continually 
adapts to incorporate the needs of children with disabilities.  
The school makes every effort to ensure that pupils with 
disabilities have full access to both the school and the curriculum.  
For new pupils, planning meetings are held between parents, the 
LA, the Headteacher and appropriate staff.  The school has 
full disability access throughout the buildings.

SEND

ARRANGEMENTS FOR PUPILS
WITH DISABILITIES
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At Rhodes Avenue we recognise that the partnership 
between home and school is vital to ensure future success.  
We welcome the opportunity that home learning presents 
for parents to become more involved in their child’s learning.  
Throughout the school, children bring reading books home 
with their home school reading record.  There are meetings 
for parents in the early years on how best to support their 
child’s reading at home. Home learning will vary throughout 
school and in each year group but might include:

learning tables or spellings

researching a topic

specific Maths or English work

Home learning is designed to develop skills, consolidate 
learning, encourage both enjoyment and independence
and build confident and enthusiastic learners.  Information 
about home learning to be set during the year will be sent 
home at the beginning of each school year.

HOME LEARNING
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Rhodes Avenue School’s assessment of pupil’s progress 
celebrates success and it lies at the heart of the process of 
promoting children’s learning.  It provides a framework for 
setting educational objectives and monitoring and 
communicating children’s progress.

Assessment is an essential part of all teaching strategies to 
help identify areas for development and chart progress.  It 
helps the school to strengthen learning across the curriculum 
and helps teachers enhance their skills and judgement.

Our aims are to:

maintain accurate levels of attainment of individual 
children

enhance appropriate educational provision for 
individual children

follow the assessment cycle – observe, assess, plan

achieve outcomes of assessment that are constructive 
and helpful to teachers, parents, children and other 
professionals involved;

facilitate the identification of achievable and challenging 
targets for each child.

More formalised assessments take place at the end of the 
Summer term.

ASSESSMENT
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There are three parents’ evenings each year, one in each 
term, at which parents have the opportunity to share 
information about their child’s progress, and to agree targets 
for future development.  All parents receive a written report 
on their child’s progress in Maths and English each term and 
these reports become part of a cumulative annual report that 
is sent home during the summer term.  There is an opportunity 
to discuss this report at the summer parents’ evening.

To encourage pupils to discover new interests and widen 
their skills and experience, we run a large number of 
extra-curricular activities.  These take place either during the 
lunch break or before and after school.

PARENT/TEACHER CONSULTATIONS 

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS
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