
Topic Homelearning w/c 01.06.20 

This half term our new topic is Memories of Muswell Hill. We are going to be thinking about the 
history of our local area and some of the ways it has changed over the years.  

 

Activity 1 – A local area quiz 

Look at these photos from our local area. Do you recognise any of the places? See how much of 
the grid (attached separately) you can fill in. We will upload information about each photo later 
in the week. If you can, see if an adult to take you to look at any of the places in real life! 

Activity 2 

Look carefully at this map of our local area. Can you find 3 things that are the same as today 
and 3 things that have changed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 3 – History detective! 

Look carefully at this photo. Do you recognise where it is? 

Find as many pieces of evidence as you can that tell us this photograph was taken in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 4  

Read the brief history of Muswell Hill below. Present the information you have found out (you 
can include some of your own facts too if you know any interesting ones about the history of 
Muswell Hill). You can choose how to present the information : you could make a leaflet or a 
mind map or even a short film.  

A Brief History of Muswell Hill 

Until the end of the 19th century Muswell Hill remained a rural area of pasture, woods and 
open spaces overlooking the Thames and Lea valleys. 

Its hills and streams put people off from building roads. Its heavy clay soil, good for the growth 
of trees and woods, stopped the farmers being able to grow many crops. The few spaces 
between the woods were used for grazing animals and growing hay. The number of people 
living here was small. 

Roman evidence 
There is some evidence of a Roman presence. Pieces of pottery and a Roman kiln (in Highgate 
Woods) have been excavated and 694 coins from  around 209 AD were discovered in 1928 in 
a buried Roman pot in Cranley Gardens. Saxon people who came to the area probably settled 
around the little church about a mile away in what became Hornsey village. 

A healing well 
The ‘mossy well’ which gave the area its name, was found on 64 acres of land east of Colney 
Hatch Lane. Muswell comes from the Old English meaning ‘mossy well’. In 1152, this bit of land 
was given by Richard de Belmeis ll, Bishop of London, to the nuns of the Augustinian Priory of 
St Mary, Clerkenwell, for use as a farm. The well was believed to have special healing 
properties after a King of Scotland was apparently cured and a chapel was built to serve the 
pilgrims who came to visit it. 

After the Dissolution of the Monasteries (1539) under King Henry VIII the well stopped being a 
place of pilgrimage. The well survived until 1898 and a plaque on No. 40 Muswell Road marks 
the spot. 

Deep in mud 
The main route which connected Muswell Hill to London for hundreds of years came through 
Crouch End along what is now Park Road, up steep Muswell Hill and along Colney Hatch Lane 
to Whetstone and the North. It was a poor road – deep in mud in winter and rutted in summer. 
In the 16th century an alternative route became popular: out of Holloway up Highgate Hill and, 



as the Great North Road, on to Barnet. Another important route was from Muswell Hill to 
Highgate along what is now Muswell Hill Road.  

From the Tudor times the clean air, closeness to London and the view from the top of the hill 
made it a popular place for rich people to have country homes. Large villas were built on the 
hill, along the west side of Colney Hatch Lane and in Fortis Green. Their residents were mainly 
professional people or merchants. 

A palace is built 
In the middle of the nineteenth century, farmland to the east of Muswell Hill was sold for the 
creation of Alexandra Park followed by the opening of Alexandra Palace in 1873. This in turn 
led to the construction of a branch railway line from Highgate connecting with Finsbury Park 
and the City, with a station in Muswell Hill. Passenger services to and from Muswell Hill 
Railway station stopped in July 1954. Muswell Hill Primary School stands where the station 
was located and the Parkland walk follows the route the track took down to Cranley Gardens 
and into Highgate Wood, re-emerging at Highgate station, where the old station can still be 
seen. 

Activity 5 – Local artist! 

Choose somewhere in our local area to draw. It could be the front of your house, the view from 
your window, an area of the park or even a local shop front. You can do a still life drawing or 
take a photo of the place you want to draw and then copy the photo at home! Feel free to use 
pencils, crayons, paint or any other medium you like.  

 


