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English Writing: The City of Silence-
creating a description poem

Activity 1: Make a list of places

★ Write down as many different type of places as possible  – the more the 
better. For example: wood, city, shed, street, station, maze, cellar …

★ Top Tip: generic places are what we are looking for here, not the actual
names of particular places: we want city not London, planet not Jupiter.
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Sorting your ideas - this may help you with your list
One way to sort your places is to put them into categories. This often 
helps you to think of more ideas as one idea can lead to another and 
so on. 

Water Where people live Buildings Outer space 

lake town shed moon 

river house supermarket planet 

★ Now over to you to make your lists of places. Make sure you've got at
least 20 places

Here is an example ,  please feel free to
magpie! 

Activity 2: Make a list of abstract nouns 

• Abstract nouns:  something that exists but you cannot see/touch e.g. love, dream,
fear, hope

• You can always check whether a word is an abstract noun by checking in a
dictionary

For your description, we want lots and lots of abstract nouns.
Here are some that you can use. Remember to check using a dictionary if you're not sure

Happy feelings: hope, love, joy, friendship, happiness, 

Sad feelings: regret, pain, doom, sadness, dread 

Fantasy: curse, premonition, vision, dream, nightmare,  

Attitude words ending in -tion/-sion: determination, ambition, trepidation, 
 passion, confusion 
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Activity 3: Making your first combinations! 

Now comes the fun part! Choose one word from each list and put them 
together to make an interesting combination. Here’s how it works:  

Places Abstract Nouns  

church 

village 

station 

tunnel 

river 

+ love

+ dreams

+ pain

+ hope

+ anxiety

Combinations 

The church of love 

The village of dreams 

The station of pain 

The tunnel of hope 

The river of anxiety  

Each place can be paired up with any of the abstract nouns so the possibilities 
are endless! At this stage, try not to worry about whether they are ‘good’ or 
not just generate lots and lots of ideas so we have plenty to choose from later. 

 Try some alliteration 

You could add more complicated combinations by making them use  them
alliteration 

The cave of curiosity 

The office of honesty 

A star of sorrow 

The temple of terror 

The motorway of mischief 

The fairground of fear 

Choose your best 20 combinations and turn 
them into a simple list poem or a few short 
poems.
Please feel free to  illustrate your poem(s)
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The school of doom 

The school of laughter 

The school of determination 

The school of hope 

The school of fun 

The school of dreams 

The school of pride 

The school of friendship 

The school of possibilities 

Space 

The planet of doom 

The star of freedom 

The black hole of light 

The moon of isolation 

The galaxy of hope 

The universe of infinity 

The sun of nightmares 

The solar system of confusion 

★ Top Tip: You could choose ONE setting and then combine it with 5-10
abstract nouns and see which one surprises, entertains or interests you
most.

▪ The city of kindness

▪ The living room of boredom

▪ The factory of creativity

▪ The farm of hunger

▪ The forest of premonitions

Here are some examples of list poetry




