
This is the topic for the week beginning 22.6.20 
 

Alexandra Palace and the Victorians 
 

 
 
 

Read the attached PDF to find out what Alexandra Palace was like during the Victorian 
period. Many of the images shown in the PDF come from photos and illustrations created at 
that time. Watch the video of the Ally Pally Switch Back Train (Video hosted by YouTube): 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ickW5CeVQgc 
 

TIME TRAVEL  
 
Now, you have travelled back in time: you are now in the Year 1898! 
 
Task 1  
Having visited Alexandra Palace for the first time, write a postcard to a friend or family 
member to share your excitement! Use the template attached or create your own. You can 
write on the PDF using the Seesaw typing or drawing tool if you like.  
 
Sentence stems to get you started: 
 
Dear…..,  
 
I’ve just been to the….. Alexandra Palace in Muswell Hill!  
 
What an…… day! We caught the ….. to the palace. The palace is…..  
 
We even saw…..  
 
After that we…  
 
We had such fun watching….  
 
Lots of love, 



Task 2 
You have been hired by Alexandra Palace to create an advertisement to encourage people 
to come to Alexandra Palace for a day trip and see the wonders of the palace. Use the real 
events that are in the PDF (and your own research if you like) to help you to encourage 
more people to come and visit the palace.  
 
Let people know: 
How do you get there? 
What fun activities can you do there?  
Is there food or drink available? 
Evening entertainment? 
 
How can it look?  
You can use modern technology to help you on this task but remember your audience (the 
people who read your advert) are Victorian. 
You could make a poster/ leaflet/ radio advert/ video advert/ Adobe Spark presentation.  
 
There are templates available in the PDF for you to use. 
 
You could also create a poster on paper and even try and age it to make it look like it’s really 
old. 
 
  



Task 3 
When children visited Alexandra Palace, they were able to buy a Thaumatrope. It was 
considered to be a scientific toy at the time made of a disc with a different picture on 
each of its two sides. When the disc rotates quickly, the images appear to combine 
into one image. Here is an example: 
 
 

 
 

Your task is to make a thaumatrope. You can use one of the templates below or 
make your own on a piece card or paper glued onto scrap cardboard.  
 

1. Draw 2 circles - use a circular object like the base of a glass or cup. 
2. Draw one object on the front and one on the back like a bee and a flower. 
3. Make a hole on the left and right side. 
4. Attach the string to each end. 
5. Wind up the string and let it go. 
6. Hopefully, you should have your own optical illusion. 

 
*There are 2 videos guides at the bottom of this PDF. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is a template for you to use: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Videos to show you how to make one: 
 
How to make a Thaumatrope: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlUggq_uvyM 
 
Advanced version and child friendly version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeV89RafMKU 
 
Activity 1 and 2 Templates for the Postcard and leaflet/ poster 
 

 
 



 



 





 





THE VICTORIAN 
PERIOD WAS NAMED 
AFTER QUEEN 
VICTORIA 1837–1901.



SO MANY AMAZING 
THINGS WERE 
INVENTED DURING 
HER REIGN!















































BARTON’S AIRSHIP 









WATCH A WILD WEST SHOW!
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