
Week beginning Monday 29th June 2020

Our writing task this week is to 
produce a Newspaper report  



Firstly, Let us read 

'War Boy' up to the end page 58 

'a whole line of drying nets.'



We're going to write a newspaper report 
about the time an escaped goat went on 
an air-raid rampage. 

Just look at him, such chaos in his eyes.



Here is the text from the book - you have it to stick 
in your book! Please do so now! 

A billy-goat escaped during an air raid and we 
chased into our maze of back-openings. It then 
decided to chase us - in and out of backyards, biting 
chunks out of the hanging washing. It eventually 
cornered Kenny and started eating his hair. Various 
mums with brooms rescued Kenny and we drove the 
goat into the field where the fishing nets were 
tanned and hung out to try. The goat was netted as 
if he were a tiger. By the time the farmer arrived, his 
goat had eaten his way out of the net but, appetite 
aroused, had started on a whole line of drying nets. 



There are many things that you as a 
journalist need to do to write your 
report. 

Task 1: Establish the key facts



Let us focus on the following:

• Who
• What
• How
• When
• Where
• Why



Under your picture, write out the following 
as sub-headings, filling them in as you go. 

Who: 

What: 

How: 

When: 

Where: 

Why:



Who: Billy Goat, children (various), Kenny, mums 
(various), Farmer.

What: Goat escapes, children chase goat, Goat 
chases children, eats clothes, hair and nets.

How: Unknown, how did he escape? 

When: During an air raid, we could say it 
happened yesterday.

Where: Lowestoft, Suffolk. Round backs of houses 
and in field containing nets.

Why: Goat was hungry? Spooked by siren? A 
German spy?

Here is my version - fill in anything you missed



Task 2: Put the key events in order



Will will now focus on the 'what' 
and put the key events in order. 
We then turn each event into a 
section/paragraph of the report 
with its own sub-heading. 

Can you split this story into 5 key 
events?



Here is mine - edit yours if necessary:

1. Spooked by an Air-raid siren, a goat escapes from 
the farm and is chased through the streets by some 
children. 

2. The goat starts chasing the children, then starts 
eating washing hanging on the line. 

3. It eats Kenny's hair. 

4. Mums with brooms rescue Kenny, driving the goat 
into the field full of fishing nets. 

5. The goat is caught in a net, but eats his way out - 
and starts eating other nets as well. 



Task 3: Source the sources



We need to hear from the people who 
were there - so let us focus on the 
who. 

Who would you want to speak to?



Here is my list of potential 
interviewees - edit your list if 
necessary:

• Goat
• Children (chasing then chased, and 

perhaps, chastened)
• Kenny (hair eaten)
• Mums (various) with brooms
• Farmer (owner of goat)



In our Newspaper report we can use both direct speech 
and reported speech. Let us see some examples...

Direct Speech

Local boy Kenny Parb, 9, was heard to state, "He's 
ripped my hair clean out! I'm as bald as Churchill I am!"

Reported speech

Local boy Kenny Parb, 9, stated that the goat's vicious 
attack removed a substantial section of his hair - 
leaving him with a remarkable resemblance to none-
other than Winston Churchill himself.



Now please can you go through your list 
of interviewees and produce a direct 
speech quote and reported speech 
sentence concerning their involvement.  

Don't bother with the actual 
goat as he will not speak to 
any journalists. He just wants 
to leave this upsetting 
incident in the past and 
spend more time with his 
family. He thanks you for 
respecting his privacy at this 
time. 



Task 4: Write headlines, bylines 
and sub-headings



Headline - a pithy summation of the story in 
as few words as possible. It is designed to 
grab the reader's attention. 

Byline - placed under the headline, this 
should be one sentence that adds more 
detail and entices the reader to continue 
reading.  

Sub heading - a mini-headline that goes 
above each paragraph, helping to introduce 
each section of the story. 



Headline

Byline

Headlines are a great place to 
have fun with puns!



Puns

Puns are a way of playing with words 
by using previous idioms or commonly 
understood phrases, and changing 
them slightly to suit the story. 

E.g. Scooby Doo became Scooby 
Doom because the dog blew up the 
house. 

Personally, I would have gone for 
Scooby Boom.



Goat puns

Here are some common goat-based phrases, can 
you turn any into headline puns based on the air 
raid goat rampage?

It gets my goat (it annoys me)

Billy goat gruff (children's story)

Scapegoat (someone you blame for 
something)

Also, a baby goat is called a kid, so 
there's got to be something in that!



Get my goat!

Silly Billy!

Escapegoat!

You've got to be kidding me!



How about using these common phrases by 
turning 'go' into goat. Do any of them work as 
headlines for our story?

Here we go

Get up and go

Go from bad to worse 

Easy come, easy go

Go for it

Go through the motions

Go with the flow

Go in one ear and out the other



Now, please write your best punning 
headlines and subheadings. 

Remember, sub-headings relate to 
specific events, so these puns could be 
about washing, hair, mums, or nets - 
depending on the section you're 
introducing.  



A byline needs to be a straightforward 
sentence giving key information

This urgency is achieved by removing 
the definite article 'the' as well as the 
indefinite article 'a/an' and writing in 
the present tense.

So, 'A dog blew up the house,' becomes 
'Dog blows up house.'

Byline



Now, try and write your own 
byline sentence. Remember - no 
'the' or 'a/an', and keep it in the 
present tense. 

Here is mine:

Air-raid rampage: escaped goat 
wreaks havoc in town 



Task 5: Write each section



When writing each section of the story, 
remember to:

• Simply state what happened
• Write in the past tense
• Use time openers
• Add details of a person, such as age or 

profession, when mentioning them 



Here is my 'Kenny's hair' section

Hair today, gone tomorrow

An hour later, the unfortunate Kenny Parn, 9, of 
Leslie Drive, Lowestoft, was the rampaging beast's 
next victim. A chunk of hair the size of a tennis ball 
was torn straight from his head by the ever-hungry 
creature. The unfortunate child was heard to state, 
"He's ripped my hair clean out! I'm as bald as 
Churchill I am!" Only the intervention of broom-
wielding school teacher Gertrude Fence, 46, saved 
poor Kenny from further indignity. 

Sub-heading



Now you're ready to put it all together 
and write your report - Good luck! Or 
should I say, Goat luck! 


