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What is Racism?

• When words or actions are used to discriminate or disadvantage 
people because of their colour, culture or ethnic origin



BBC Newsround - Understanding BLM

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673


Since the death of African American George Floyd on May 25 at the hands of a white 

Minneapolis police officer, protests have swept Britain and the globe, and breathed 

new life into the anti-racist movement.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan has announced that London’s statues will be reviewed with 

the aim of removing any which glorify men who profited from slavery, following the 

toppling of Bristol’s controversial memorial to Edward Colston.

https://inews.co.uk/author/sadiq-khan
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/london-slave-trader-statues-pulled-down-sadiq-khan-review-441728
https://inews.co.uk/news/uk/edward-colston-statue-bristol-monument-pulled-down-historic-england-reinstated-440610


Edward Colston: 'Why 
the statue had to fall'

• Protesters in Bristol pull down a 
statue of slave trader Edward Colston

• A Black Lives Matter demonstration 
in Bristol on Sunday culminated in 
protesters tearing down the 
controversial bronze figure and 
throwing it into the harbour.

• The statute has been a source of 
controversy in the city for years, with 
repeated calls for it to be removed.

• This is one of 



Some of those who saw it fall 
told the BBC why they felt it had 
to come down.

'Empowering moment’

• Salma Omar, 23, was born and raised in 
Bristol and filmed the moment protesters 
pulled the statue down. 

• "I never thought I would witness such an 
empowering moment that I can tell my 
children about," she said.

• "That monument is of a man responsible 
for taking the lives of so many African 
people, how can anyone be proud of that, 
how can you condone that?

• "The people have spoken and I would be 
disappointed if the statue was to go back 
up.



What Happens Next?

• This is the empty plinth where the statue used to be. 
What do you think should happen next to this plinth?

• Should the statue be returned? Why? Or should it be 
placed in a museum?

• Should there be a statue celebrating a different famous 
person? Who and why?



The Statue Project

• Brief: To design and make a replacement statue where the Edward 
Colston statue once stood

• Brainstorm ideas alone or with a friend or relative

• Sketch out your ideas on paper 

• If possible, work with clay, playdough, paper, card, wire, papier mache
or any other materials to build your sculpture









Articles re what will happen to the plinth

• https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/what-will-happen-edward-
colston-statue-bristol_uk_5eddf41cc5b615b2c11a7d68

• https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/jun/08/what-
bristol-should-erect-in-place-of-toppled-colston-statue-black-lives-
matter

• https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/what-you-want-
happen-colstons-4218347

https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/what-will-happen-edward-colston-statue-bristol_uk_5eddf41cc5b615b2c11a7d68
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/jun/08/what-bristol-should-erect-in-place-of-toppled-colston-statue-black-lives-matter
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/what-you-want-happen-colstons-4218347

