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Day 1
Maia and Finn are travelling up the River Agarapi  

on a journey to find the Xanti tribe.

Think of a journey you have been on.
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A dictionary definition of a journey is:
"an act of travelling from one place to another."

Some synonyms for journey: 
trip 

expedition 
tour 
trek 

venture
voyage
odyssey

Synonyms: words with the same meaning
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You are going to use Finn and Maia's journey as inspiration to think about a 
journey of your own and recount it.

In order for your recount of your journey to make sense, it 
needs to be:
• in chronological order (the order in which things happened)
• in the past tense

Include:
• Why you went on the journey
• When you went
• Where you went
• Who you went with
• How you travelled
• What happened during the journey

A recount is 
a retelling of 
an event or  
experience 
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Here is an example of Ms Cronin's recount of a journey she made: My journey to Mount Batur
About 14 months ago, my friend and I decided to trek up to Mount Batur, an active volcano in Bali, 
Indonesia. We decided to trek throughout the night in order to reach the summit by sunrise. After sleeping 
for only a few hours, we were collected at 1am by our guide. We travelled by mini bus for 2 hours, before 
stopping in a local village for breakfast at 3am. 
In the cafe, we were served fried bananas cooked by a local chef. At the base of the volcano, our guide 
gave us a safety talk and then handed each of us a torch (as it was still pitch black), a bottle of water and 
a banana to give us energy during our climb.

At first, the climb wasn't too tricky; the path was pretty smooth and not too steep. However, as we got 
closer to the summit, the track started to get really steep and rocky. In order to continue the climb, which 
was becoming more challenging, I had to hold the torch in my mouth and use my hands and feet to scramble 
up the slope. Once we finally arrived at the summit, the sun was just starting to rise. We were high above 
the clouds and it looked so beautiful. This was definitely the best part of the journey - suddenly the 
arduous (difficult) climb was all worth it. I felt really proud of myself for persevering, despite finding it so 
hard.
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Think about a journey you have taken:
Talk to your parents (over dinner if they are busy) or your brothers or sisters
or friends about your journey. This will help you remember the details. 
Jot down some notes about your journey so you don't forget.

Discuss:
• Why you went on the journey
• When you went
• Where you went
• Who you went with
• How you travelled
• What happened during the journey
• If there were any special challenges or rewards
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Draw a map of your journey.
 (It doesn't have to be exact- it's to help you remember you journey 

and everything that happened and get it in order.   

Task 2: Add bullet points 
for all the important parts of 

the journey. 
• We jogged next to 
the lake and I fell in

• The dog ran away    etc etc

• From the towpath, we 
saw people dancing
on a canal barge

• We travelled to the start of
our walk on the top desk of the bus 

Task 1: Make a story plan to show what happens at the 
beginning, middle and end of your recount of your journey.
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Remember to include in your plan:

• Why you went on the journey
• When you went
• Where you went
• Who you went with
• How you travelled
• What happened during the journey
• Any special challenges or rewards
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Task 3: Turn some of your bullet points into sentences. You can use 
these to help you write you recount. Look at the next slide for some 
tips for building sentences.

For example: 
• The dog ran away
• Just as we were nearing the end of our walk, the dog ran away.
• Just as we were nearing the end of our walk, the dog pulled the lead 
from my hand and raced away.
• Suddenly, just as we were nearing the end of our walk, the dog (who had 
spotted a squirrel) pulled the lead from my hand and raced away across 
the grass.

Day 2
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Fronted adverbial openers can be useful for 
organising your thoughts in chronological order 
(time) or explaining where things happened (place) 
For example: About 14 months ago, my friend 
and I decided to trek up to Mount Batur, an active 
volcano in Bali, Indonesia.
                              or
At the base of the volcano, our guide gave us 
safety talk.

Eg: The guide, who was 
extremely helpful, handed me 
the supplies for my trek.  

Sentence length: Use both short and 
long sentences.

Eg: Wearily, we trudged up the looming 
mountain, whilst the sun beat down upon 
us relentlessly. We were exhausted.

Relative clauses: give extra information. They are 
often  in the middle of sentence so they're 
sometimes called 'drop in' clauses.

You could include some of these language features in your recount 
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During the summer holidays, my family and I went on a trip to Horton Plains in the highlands of 
central Sri Lanka. After rising at 4.30 am, we caught a bus, which wound slowly up the hillside in 
the pitch darkness. As dawn was breaking, we reached the starting point for our hike. 

Just beyond the bus stop, we saw the first signpost. Unfortunately, as we set off, a light 
drizzle began to fall. Before long, this had progressed to persistent rain, which was soon 
accompanied by a howling gale. Within minutes, we were drenched. Regrettably, the fabulous 
views we had been promised, were rapidly obscured by dense cloud. Water trickled down the back 
of our necks and our shoes sloshed with water. Our sandwiches, which were inside our 
backpacks, turned to mush. My daughter, who had completed this walk a month earlier in 
blazing sunshine, was shocked at how different it all seemed.

Three hours later, (drenched, frozen and miserable) we completed our walk.
Gratefully, we caught the bus, which turned out to be unpleasantly draughty, back down the hill to 
town. Never again!

Here's another example, using these features to help explain the journey and add some 
detail:
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Day 3
Write your recount of your 

incredible journey!

Then illustrate it
if you would like to.

Task 4:
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