
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Drama will start again for the Autumn Term 2023 at Rhodes Avenue School - 

Monday       11th September - 27th November at 12.30-1.15pm for Year 1 
Tuesday       12th September - 21st November at 3.30-4.45pm for Years 2-6  
Wednesday  13th September - 22nd November at 4.30-5.30pm for Years 2-6 
Thursday     14th September - 23rd November at 3.30-4.45pm for Years 2-6 
Reception children may join the Monday lunchtime class in the Spring Term. 

Classes will run for ten weeks each term and take place in the Sports Hall. 
If  a child wishes to stop at any time during the term I will give a full refund for the 
remaining classes as long as I am notified by a parent a week ahead. 
I have allowed two weeks at the end of  the Autumn term to make up for any cancelled 
classes or TAD days.  

Priority will be given to children already coming provided full payment £140 is made by  
Friday 7th July. Places will then be offered to those on the waiting list. 
Once a place is confirmed I will send you my bank details to make a transfer. 

Please could you provide me with an emergency contact number and inform me of  any 
medical conditions your child might have. 
You can book a place by phoning 07941312838. 
If  classes are full you will be offered a place as soon as possible. 

Please see below for a little more information about the classes - 

I run a range of  classes from nursery to infants and juniors and right through secondary 
school, often giving one-to-one tuition to students studying GCSE and A-level drama. 

The emphasis of  my classes is not so much on performance but more on imaginary play, 
working through improvisation, and devising or creating stories and characters. 
I draw on the children’s own imagination and spontaneity.  
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With younger children we explore a variety of  ideas and stories that change from week to 
week, and with older children we might devise a piece week by week over a term or two, 
spending sometime exploring the background of  a story and its characters. 

Infant classes involve imaginary play through movement, sound and story-telling, 
improvising and exploring a variety of  stories and ideas.  
For example an imaginary adventure outdoors: The children caught in the wind, stuck in 
the mud, climbing hills, rolling down, building a grass house and at the seaside running 
away from the waves, rock pools, crabs and castles and ice creams! 

From Creation to dinosaurs and cavemen, aliens and pirates, puppets, the five senses, 
Aesop’s Fables, Cinderella and much, much more. I often use the Mister Men characters as 
a starting point for very young children to develop an understanding of  characters. 

With older children, classes draw on aspects of  the school curriculum. An example would be 
a spy thriller set in World War II, focusing on the French resistance. We debate the role and 
courage of  the resistance and every aspect of  war, including rationing, evacuation, 
occupation and the quest for power. We study the training of  a spy, including the need to 
speak different languages and be resourceful. 

Another example is a murder mystery in a stately home, which allows students to explore the 
role of  the servants, learning about social class and the hierarchy below stairs, with many 
Downton Abbey-style scenes in the kitchen. They learn to pass from being aristocrats to 
servants. 

We also do a time travel project in which a group of  children on holiday at a campsite 
disappear through a time portal in the woods while playing hide and seek and end up in 
various eras and lands. From the gladiators to the ‘land of  opposites’ and mechanical dolls to 
the maze at Hampton Court. This is a project where diverse characters come together in the 
quest to get home. 

Another project is a ‘Lost’ adventure in which they are travellers on an island inhabited by 
cannibals, like Papua New Guinea. They explore how they would survive – what they would 
eat, for example when everything has been lost at sea. They may have to create new ways of  
communicating with each other. 

We also look at Victorian melodrama and comedy including exploring family relationships. 

The preparation we do informs how the characters and stories develop, and students learn 
about the structure of  a story. This may then feed back into their English and creative 
writing. 

I also work with Grimm’s Fairy Tales, transforming them into modern day threats and 
themes. We improvise scenes that look at bullying and what it is to be homeless, to be 
ostracised. I get students to empathise with apparently bad characters, seeing how they have 
been damaged themselves, so learning about psychology and everything to do with life. 



The wonder of  drama is that you can explore all of  life in an expressive and creative way, 
developing confidence, imagination and interaction, escaping technology just for a little 
while! 

Many thanks and best wishes, 
Katharine 
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