Dear Parents and Carers

During the week beginning Monday 9th June all children in year one will be taking
part in the statutory phonics screening check. This check is designed to ensure that
children have learnt and retained the necessary phonic decoding and blending skills.
The check is sent to school the week prior to the screen but we won't be able to look
at the actual screen until that Monday.

The screen will be carried out by your child's class teacher and it is a fun 10 minutes
or so spent 1:1 with their teacher, they won't know it is a check. Children can read
the words at their own pace and we can pause and come back to it if needed. Please
don't use language like test or check with your child, we use the word quiz or

say come and do some lovely reading with me. We want children to be relaxed and
not worried.

When you receive your child's report in July we will report their screening result to
you, we can't tell you before because the government do not release the pass mark
until sometime in late June/early July. If they did not pass (this is very few children

in most years) please do not worry as they will repeat the screen in Year 2. Some
children are just not ready and that is okay, children all learn at their own pace which
is why we have phonics groups to cater for the different paces of learning the sounds
and blending.

The screen is made up of alien words ( they will have a picture of a alien) and real
words. | have attached a past year paper which you may want to practise at
home. This is how we encourage the children at school, we get them to look at the
word and identify any special friends and then blend. Try to avoid pointing out the
sounds for them. For example:

For the word high - they say 'special friend igh h-igh high'
For the word queen - they say 'special friend qu, special friend ee, qu-ee-n - queen’
For the alien word blies - they say 'special friend ie, b-l-ie-s - blies'

All children will bring home the sounds they need to focus on and please do have a
practise at home over Easter. You could also practise the paper if you would like

to. Most importantly we do not want children to lose their love of reading so please
continue to share books with them. Our local library is a great resource for lovely
children's books.

As always please ask if you are unsure or need any support.

The year 1 Team



