
 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  Spring 2 2025  Curriculum Newsletter 

Class Teachers: 5AJ - Emel Ali (Assistant Headteacher), Demi Jeffels (Lead Practioner for Maths),  

5MS - Marie-Therese Stoddard, 5AR - Annie Ray 

Learning support assistants: 5JA – Tracy Bush (Mon/Tues), Sasha Morris  (Wed-Fri); 5MS Cansu Ozer;  

Specialist Teachers: Chelsea Orridge-Golding (PE) Bren Amooty (PE) Dan Shafran (Music) Samantha Gape (French), 

Rosie Sawyer (Art) 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! We hope you have had a great half term and are looking forward to the second half of the Spring Term. 

 

The Curriculum driver for Year 5, Spring 2 is Geography. 

 

English 

 

English includes reading, writing, speaking and listening, spelling, grammar and punctuation skills. Reading is also 

taught discretely in addition to English lessons. 

 

We plan the reading and spelling objectives for the half-term in advance. However, we are always adapting our initial 

plans in response to our classes’ needs so the overviews below are flexible. 

 

Reading - The objectives that we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: 

 Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction which they might not choose to read themselves 

 Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on 

their own and others ideas and challenging views courteously  

 Demonstrate understanding of what they have read (e.g. through discussion or reviews) 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating questions to refine thinking. 

 Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and identify key details which support this 

 Through close reading of the text, re-read and read ahead to locate clues to support understanding 

 Scan for key words and text mark to locate key information 

 Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and identify key details which support this 

 Explain the meaning of words within the context of the text. 

 Explain the effect on the reader of the authors’ choice of language 

 Identify how the structure of a text can contribute to meaning 

 Infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify inferences with evident 

 Predict what might happen from information stated and implied 

 Justify opinions and elaborate by referring to the text, e.g. using the PE prompt - Point + Evidence 

Spelling 

 ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words 

 -fer letter strin )e.g. referring 

 revision of antonym prefixes: un, dis, mis, in, il, im, ir 

 

 Non-negotiable words: 

rhythm, shoulder, soldier, queue, restaurant, rhyme, stomach, suggest, symbol, system, accompany, according, achieve, 

ancient, apparent    

 



Writing - For writing we only plan one unit (approximately 2 – 3 weeks’ work) at a time as this allows to gauge the 

pupils’ confidence in any new skills taught before moving on and also respond to any gaps in understanding or 

misconceptions that arise. 

 

The core text we will be using for our next unit of writing is: Secrets of a Son King. 

 
The genre of our next piece of writing is a non-chronological report. 

 

Writing - The objectives we aim to cover in our next unit of writing are:  

 

 Identify and write semi-colons to link two main clauses 

 Identify how commas can change the meaning of two sentences with the same words 

 Understand that certain words can be both determiners and pronouns 

 Identify and write an introductory paragraph in expositional writing 

 Identify and write a concluding paragraph in expositional writing 

 Start new paragraphs to show changes in time, place, event or person 

 Use organisational and presentational devices to structure text and guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet points, 

underlining, arrows) 

 Edit vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effect and clarify meaning 

 Asses effectiveness of own and other’s writing 

 Edit and redraft own writing in sufficient detail independently 

 

Maths – The objectives that we aim to cover in Spring 2 are:  
 

 To read and write decimal numbers as fractions [for example, 0.71 = 100 71].  

 To understand the meaning of percent (%)  

 To find a % of an amount.  

 To convert between fractions, decimals and percentages.  

 To recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and decimal equivalents. 

 To solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of ½, ¼, 1/5, 1/10, those 

fractions with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25. 

 To understand decimal sequences 

 To read, write, order and compare decimal numbers (up to 3dp) 

 To round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and to one decimal place. 

 To solve problems involving number up to three decimal places. 

 

Science –The topic will be Earth and Space 

The objectives we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: 

 

 describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system 

 describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth  

 describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies  

  use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky. 

 Inspirational person link: Mae Jemison 

 Sustainability and climate change link - How is climate change impacting the seasons? 

 

Geography 
 

Our topic for Spring 2 is Rivers. 

The objectives we aim to cover are: 

 Explain why many cities of the world are situated by rivers and why people are attracted to live by rivers; 

 Describe the physical features of a river. 

 Understand the physical processes at work in rivers; 



 Understand processes involved in the water cycle; 

 Consider the impact of rivers on urban environments; 

 Name and locate some of the world’s major rivers on maps; 

 Explain why water is such a valuable commodity and impact of water shortage. 

 

RE  
Our topic for Spring 2 is Christianity - Big Question: How significant is it for Christians to believe God intended Jesus 

to die? 

 

The objectives we aim to cover are: 

 

 To understand the terms destiny and free will 

 To consider the significance of Holy Week 

 Use evidence to give own opinions for religious beliefs 

 

 

Ourselves and Others (Personal, Social and Health Education)  

 

Our objectives for Spring 2 are: 

Wider Living: 

 Learn about rail safety; 

 Discuss peer pressure and strategies to manage it; 

 Understand what a nude is; 

 Understand the role of social media in the sharing of nudes; 

 Understand the idea of a budget and why it might be important; 

 

We will continue to work on Building Resilience. 

 

 Building Resilience – To develop an ability to problem solve to help themselves feel better; 

 Building Resilience – To identify triggers and glimmers; 

 Building Resilience – To reflect on how failing can help people learn and the importance of taking the positive 

from a negative experience; 

 

 

 

French – All classes will have French with Samantha Gape. Spring 2 objectives are: 

 

This term Y5 will be learning French phonics, vocabulary and grammar through the topic of free-time.  

P
H

O
N

IC
S

 

 Recognise and pronounce the 

digraphs /au, aux/ 

 Recognise and pronounce /g/ 

/j/ consonant sounds. 

 Understand /ez/, /et/, /er/, /é/ 

are the same sound. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Read aloud many familiar words with clear 

and comprehensible pronunciation. 

 

 More slowly and carefully, decode 

unfamiliar words using SSC (sounds-

spelling correspondence) knowledge. 

 

 Connect sounds and spelling by 

transcribing some new words. 

 

 Enjoy listening to and joining in with songs 

and short poems. 
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 Say what I like to do at the 

week-end. 

 Say what I don’t like doing at 

the week-end. 

 Invite someone to do an 

activity. 

 Accept or refuse invitations 

to go out. 

 

 

 Ask and answer simple familiar questions 

with a rehearsed response. 

 

 Speak and write sentences about people, 

places, things and actions using vocabulary 

and basic structures, with a scaffold. 

 

 Write familiar sentences from memory with 

understandable accuracy. 

 

 Understand and use around 300 words to 

engage in short exchanges. 

 

G
R
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M
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R
 

 Recognise ne…pas as 

do…not and how it fits 

around the verb. 

 Use the modal verbs vouloir 

and pouvoir. 

 Recognise negation with NE PAS. 

 

 Understand the 1st and 3rd person of 

VOULOIR, ETRE, AIMER 

 

 Combine a verb with an infinitive. 

 

 

 

Computing  

The objectives we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: Digital literacy: Creating media; 

E-safety 

To critically consider their online friendships and sources of information including awareness of the risks of the risks 

associated with people they have never met. 

Introduction to vector graphics/vector drawing 

In this unit, children will start to create vector drawings. They learn how to use different drawing tools to help them 

create images. Children recognise that images in vector drawings are created using shapes and lines, and each individual 

element in the drawing is called an object. They will learn to layer their objects and begin grouping and duplicating 

them to support the creation of more complex pieces of work. 

 To identify that drawing tools can be used to produce different outcomes 

 To create a vector drawing by combining shapes 

 To use tools to achieve a desired effect 

 To recognise that vector drawings consist of layers 

 To group objects to make them easier to work with 

 

 

Art – 5MS 

The Objectives we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: 

 Engage in open-ended research and exploration in the process of initiating and developing their own personal 

ideas; 

 Confidently use sketchbooks for a variety of purposes including: recording observations; developing ideas; 

testing materials; planning and recording information; 

 Independently develop a range of ideas showing curiosity, imagination and originality from a range of sources; 

 Create a relief sculpture using cardboard. 

 

 

Art – 5AJ 

The Objectives we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: 



Children in year 5 will be learning about this year’s Take One Picture painting with Rosie: 

 A Muse (Calliope?), By Cosimo Tura, Circa 1455–60 

 Pupils will analyse the painting through discussion in class and document visual and written and research in 

their sketchbooks 

 Pupils will practice observational drawing and learn how to make 3D forms using plaster bandage 

 They will develop ideas for a final piece that responds to this key work 

 

Design and Technology – 5AR 

The Objectives we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: 

 

 Use a range of research methods to develop design criteria to inform design of a functional and appealing product. 
 Generate, develop and refine ideas through critical discussion 
 Model ideas using prototypes and pattern pieces 
 Select appropriate tools and equipment from a given range and justify choices. 
 Use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks accurately. 
 Appreciate potential hazards when using different tools and equipment.  
 Investigate and analyse a range of existing products using technical vocabulary and processes 
 Understand how key events (e.g. inventions) and individuals in D&T have shaped the world 
 Consider views of others to evaluate ideas and products against design criteria. 
 Use views of others to improve design of product. 

 
PE  
PE slots – 5AJ Wednesday and Friday; 5MS Wednesday and Swimming on Friday; 5AR Tuesday  

Please ensure that children bring their PE kit to school in time for their lessons each week. Long hair must be tied back, 

they should wear the Rhodes Avenue PE T-shirt, appropriate sports trousers or shorts and appropriate footwear for the 

session.  

The objectives we aim to cover in Spring 2 are: 

Netball: 

 To explore attacking skills in different situations. 

 To develop movement skills to lose a defender in different situations. 

 To communicate with my team, move into space and take the ball towards goal. 

 To defend an opponent and know when to try and intercept. 

 To develop attacking skills to score under pressure. 

 To use and apply skills, principles and tactics to a game situation. 

 

Badminton: 

 To use the serve with consideration of attacking principles. 

 To explore an underarm return with consideration of attacking principles. 

 To explore an underarm return with consideration of attacking principles. 

 To explore the overhead forehand with consideration of attacking principles. 

 To select and apply skills and tactics to play competitively. 

 To apply rules, skills and tactics to play in a tournament. 

 

Music 

Specialist Teacher Dan Shafran will teach each class for a term and will cover the Musicianship (Listening and Creating 

part of the programme of study. 

 

All classes will cover the singing objectives: 

 Perform songs with an awareness of the meanings of words; 

 Hold a part in a round in a small group; 

 Sing a broad range of songs from an extended repertoire with a sense of ensemble and performance; 

 Sing three-part rounds, partner songs, and songs with a verse and a chorus. 

 

5MS will be having Dan Shafran for Music and will cover the following objectives: 



 To recognise crotchets, minims, semibreves and quavers; 

 To use symbols to label crotchets, minims, semibreves and quavers; 

 To use crotchets, minims, quavers and semibreves to create a piece of music; 

 To begin to explore time signatures and beats in a bar;  

 Draw a treble clef at the correct position on a stave;  

 Use metre in 2, 3, 4 and 5 beats confidently; 

 To recognise notes in the treble clef and play on a tuned instrument;  

 Perform simple, chordal accompaniments to familiar songs; 

 Use pitches simultaneously to produce harmony by building up simple chords. 

 

5AJ and 5AR will be covering the following objectives: 

 Perform songs with an awareness of the meanings of words  

 Hold a part in a round in a small group  

 Sing a broad range of songs from an extended repertoire with a sense of ensemble and performance. 

 Sing three-part rounds, partner songs, and songs with a verse and a chorus. 

 Describe, compare and evaluate music using musical vocabulary; 

 Use musical words to describe a piece of music and compositions (eg tempo, dynamics, melody, chord, pitch, 

ostinato). 

 

Specialist Teachers in Yr 5 

Specialist PE coach: (Bren Amooty & Chelsea Orridge-Golding) 

Specialist Art Teacher: Rosie Sawyer 

Specialist French Teacher: Samantha Gape 

Specialist Music Teacher: Dan Shaffran 

 

This half term 5MS will have Music with Dan Shafron and Swimming. 5AJ will have PE with Bren Amooty.  5AR will 

have Rosie for Art. 

All Year 5 will have French with Samantha Gape. 

 

Home learning 

 

What is Home Learning?  

Home Learning refers to the tasks given to pupils by their teachers to complete outside of usual lessons.  

At Rhodes Avenue, we encourage children to complete home learning activities at home in order to: 

 Consolidate and extend learning initiated within school  

 Promote independent pupil learning  

 Provide the opportunity for family or peer learning  

 Encourage parental involvement in, and understanding of, the work their children do at school.  

Home learning will vary dependent on each year group. All home learning will be relevant to and compliment the 

learning completed in school. It should be accessible to all. At Rhodes Avenue we will provide activities that your child 

‘Should’ be completing and activities that your child ‘Could’ complete. The ‘Could’ section is split into ‘Focused’ and 

‘Creative’ tasks.  In Year 5, we would like children to learn weekly spellings and practice their times tables. 

Home learning will consist of a worksheet to consolidate learning in Maths.  This will be given out on a Thursday to be 

returned on the following Wednesday. 

 

  Spring 2 Term Dates for your diaries: 

 

Wednesday 25th March 2026 Parents evening 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Parents evening 

 

Healthy Schools 



As part of school policy and our commitment to being a Healthy School please ensure that your child’s playtime snack 

is fresh fruit and/or vegetables. Water will always be available during the school day however, we are happy for you to 

bring into school, a bottle of water clearly labelled. 

 
 

 

Food in school and birthdays  

 
Nursery-Year 2 children are provided with fruit each morning. Junior children should bring a healthy snack to school.  

Food treats are not permitted to be brought into school to share.  

Please do not ask staff to hand out birthday cakes, sweets or party invitations. If you would like to send something in for 

your child to share with their friends on their birthday, we accept either i) a book for the class reading corner or ii) a 

board game for the class wet play games area. Your child can write their name inside to show they donated it. 

 

 

If you have any questions or queries, please do remember we are always here to help.  Please speak to a member of the 

team to arrange a mutually convenient time.    

We are looking forward to getting to know you, 

Emel, Demi, Annie and Marie-Therese. 

 

 

RHODES AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Rhodes Avenue, Wood Green, London N22 7UT 

Tel: 020 8888 2859/5785 

Fax: 020 8881 7090 

Email: office@rhodes.haringey.sch.uk 

www.rhodes.haringey.sch.uk 


