
Year 3 French 
Phonics Vocabulary Grammar 

Sound to Print Print to sound Understanding  

(Listening and reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and Writing) 

Understanding 

(Listening and 

reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and 

Writing) 

Knowledge 
 Remember silent final consonants. 
 Remember /h/ is silent. 
 Recognise and pronounce vowels a/e/i/o/u/. 
 Remember Ç  is a [s] sound. 
 Recognise and pronounce digraphs /oi/ /un/ /eu/ 

/qu/ /in/ 
 Be aware that /ch/ /an/,/en/,/ou/, /au/, /on/ are 

digraphs with sounds different to English. 

Vocabulary knowledge to: 
 Introduce ourselves. 
 Describe places in France. 
 Give opinions on and order food. 
 Describe the place where we live. 

 

 Understand the idea of masculine/feminine nouns. 
 Understand and use the indefinite article un/une. 
 Understand and use IL Y A and C’EST. 
 Understand and use JE as 1st person subject pronoun 
 Understand and use the 1st person of AVOIR, ETRE 

VOULOIR, AIMER. 
 Understand and use the conjunction ET. 
 Distinguish and use plural nouns when -S is added. 
 Understand and use the question words QUEL, 

COMMENT, OU. 

Skills 
 Match the French 

SSC (sound-
spelling 
correspondence) 
and topic key 
words I hear to 
print. 

 Enjoy listening to 
and joining in 
with simple songs 
and rhymes. 

 Read aloud the SSC 
and key words. 

 Sound some 
unfamiliar parts of 
words with some 
success, focussing on 
a few SSC at a time. 

 Understand around 
100 words when 
listening and reading 
as single items and 
sometimes in short 
sentences which 
describe people, places, 
things and actions. 

 Identify and use one 
strategy for 
memorising new 
vocabulary. 
 

 Use around 100 words 
to engage in short 
exchanges. 

 Recognise some 
familiar questions and 
respond with a 
rehearsed response. 

 Express a simple 
opinion. 

 Speak and write in 
scaffolded simple 
sentences about 
people, places, things 
and actions using 
vocabulary and basic 
structures. 

 Write single familiar 
words from memory 
with understandable 
accuracy. 

 Distinguish and 
understand the 
above in listening 
and reading. 

 Name a noun, 
colour adjective, 
verb, conjunction. 

 Use the 1st person 
pronoun with a 
regular verb. 

 Use the above to 
describe people, 
places, things and 
actions in speaking 
and writing. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater Depth 
 Listen and 

identify rhyming 
words in songs 
and rhymes.  

 Sound out some 
unfamiliar words 
successfully by 
applying knowledge 
of SSC. 

 Understand longer 
sentences and texts 
and use knowledge of 
the context and other 
languages to interpret 
meaning. 

 Speak and write in 
simple sentences with 
less scaffolding.  
 

 Distinguish and 
understand some 
conjunctions and 
negatives in 
listening and 
reading. 

 Produce longer 
sentences by using  
conjunctions and 
intensifiers. 
 

Key vocabulary  
Consonant – letter and speech sound that isn’t a vowel, pronounced by stopping the air from your mouth. 

Silent – with no sound. 
Meaning – what a word expresses or represents. 

Accent – a written mark above a letter to show you how to pronounce it. 
Vowel – letter and speech sound that is made when breath flows out of the mouth without stopping it.  

Noun – a person place or thing. 
Adjective – a word that describes a person, place or thing. 

Masculine – belonging to a group of nouns that are not feminine. 
Feminine – belonging to a group of nouns that are not masculine. 



Year 4 French 
Phonics Vocabulary Grammar 

 
Knowledge 

Key phonics knowledge from previous years plus: 
 Recognise and pronounce /ch/ /ou/ /an/,/en/ /au/, 

/in/ digraphs. 
 Recognise and pronounce the /ien/ trigraph 

Key vocabulary knowledge to talk about: 
 School 
 Countries and Languages 
 Paris and city visits 

Key grammar knowledge from previous years plus: 
 Understand and use the definite article le/la/les 
 Understand and use JE as 1st person subject 

pronoun 
 Understand and use the 1st person of PARLER,  

ALLER, VOULOIR. 
 Understand and use the conjunctions ET, MAIS, 

AUSSI 
 Understand and use question words 

QUEL/Où/COMMENT 
 Distinguish and use - S to make regular nouns 

plural. 
 Distinguish and use - E to make regular adjectives 

agree in the feminine. 
 Recognise the negative NE PAS. 
 Be aware of some spelling changes in adjective 

agreement. 
Skills 

Sound to Print Print to sound Understanding  

(Listening and reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and Writing) 

Understanding 

(Listening and 

reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and 

Writing) 

 Link SSC to new 
words that are 
heard. 

 Listen and 
transcribe SSC 
within single 
words with some 
success. 

 Use SSC to follow 
when I listen and 
read. 

 Read aloud the SSC 
and short sentences 
that use key 
sentences accurately. 

 Read some unknown 
words. 

 Pronunciation is 
usually 
comprehensible. 

 Understand around 
200 words when 
listening and reading 
as single items and 
sometimes in short 
sentences which 
describe people, places, 
things and actions. 

 Identify and use two 
strategies for 
memorising new 
vocabulary. 

 Use around 200 words 
to engage in short 
exchanges. 

 Ask and answer simple 
familiar questions with 
a rehearsed response. 

 Express opinions. 
 Seek clarification and 

help in the TL. 
 Write short familiar 

phrases from memory 

 Distinguish and 
understand the 
above grammar 
points in listening 
and reading. 

 Name a noun, 
adjective, verb, 
conjunction. 

 Use the 1st person 
pronoun with a 
regular verb. 

 Use the correct form 
of the definite and 
indefinite article 
according to the 
gender and number 
of the noun. 



 

 

 

 

 Enjoy listening to 
and joining in 
with simple songs 
and rhymes. 

 Look up words on an 
alphabetical word list. 

with understandable 
accuracy. 

 Speak and write 
sentences about 
people, places, things 
and actions using 
vocabulary and basic 
structures, using a 
scaffold.  

 Use the grammar 
points above to 
describe people, 
places, things and 
actions in speaking 
and writing. 

Greater Depth 
 Join in with a 

rhyme or song 
sometimes from 
memory.  

 Read aloud sentences 
with some unfamiliar 
words successfully by 
applying knowledge 
of SSC. 

 Understand longer 
sentences and 
unfamiliar texts and 
use knowledge of the 
context and other 
languages to interpret 
meaning. 

 Express a negative 
opinion with NE PAS. 

 Speak and write in 
simple sentences with 
little or no scaffolding.  

 Manipulate familiar 
language to present 
own ideas and 
information in more 
complex sentences. 

 Distinguish 
accurately the 
gender of nouns 
from their article 
and adjective form 
when reading and 
listening.  

 Make regular 
adjectives agree 
accurately without 
prompting. 

 Use the 2nd person 
and question words 
to start to formulate 
questions.  

Key vocabulary  
Consonant – letter and speech sound that isn’t a vowel, pronounced by stopping the air from your mouth. 

Silent – with no sound. 
Meaning – what a word expresses or represents. 

Accent – a written mark above a letter to show you how to pronounce it. 
Vowel – letter and speech sound that is made when breath flows out of the mouth without stopping it.  

Noun – a person place or thing. 
Adjective – a word that describes a person, place or thing. 

Masculine – belonging to a group of nouns that are not feminine. 
Feminine – belonging to a group of nouns that are not masculine. 

Verb – a word that describes an action or condition 
Gender – the arrangement of nouns into masculine and feminine types 
Conjunction – a word that connects words and phrases in a sentence 

Memorize – to learn something so that you remember it exactly 



Year 5 French 
Phonics Vocabulary Grammar 

 
Knowledge 

Key phonics knowledge from previous years plus: 
 Recognise and prononce  /eur-oeur/, /ille/ trigraphs. 
 Recognise and pronounce /g/ /j/ consonant sounds 
 Understand /ez/, /et/, /er/, /é/ are the same sound 
 Recognise and pronounce /o/, /au/ and /eau/ as 

the same sound. 
 

Key vocabulary knowledge to talk about: 
 Family 
 Free time activities 
 The environment 

Key grammar knowledge from previous years plus: 
 Understand the 1st and 3rd person of AVOIR, VOULOIR, 

ETRE, AIMER,  
 Combine a verb with an infinitive. 
 Recognise and use IL/ELLE as 3rd person subject pronoun. 
 Add- E to make regular adjectives agree in the feminine 

and –S in the plural. 
 Understand that most adjectives go after the noun. 
 Recognise negation with NE PAS. 
 Be aware of some spelling changes in adjective 

agreement. 

Skills 

Sound to Print Print to sound Understanding  

(Listening and reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and Writing) 

Understanding 

(Listening and 

reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and 

Writing) 

 Connect sounds 
and spelling by 
transcribing some 
new words. 

 Enjoy listening to 
and joining in 
with songs and 
short poems. 

 Read aloud many 
familiar words with 
clear and 
comprehensible 
pronunciation. 

 More slowly and 
carefully, decode 
unfamiliar words 
using SSC 
knowledge. 

 Understand around 
300 words when 
listening and reading 
as single items and 
sentences which 
describe people, places, 
things and actions. 

 Identify and use 
different strategies for 
memorising new 
vocabulary. 

 Use a bi-lingual 
dictionary to find the 
meaning of nouns, 
adjectives and verbs. 

 Start to use familiar 
words in a sentence to 
work out unlikely 

 Use around 300 words 
in short exchanges. 

 Ask and answer simple 
familiar questions with 
a rehearsed response. 

 Express opinions and 
respond to those of 
others. 

 Seek clarification and 
help in the TL. 

 Speak and write 
sentences about 
people, places, things 
and actions using 
vocabulary and basic 
structures, with a 
scaffold. 

 Write familiar 
sentences from 

 Distinguish and 
understand the 
above grammar 
points in listening 
and reading. 
 

 Use the 1st person 
pronoun with a 
regular verb. 

 Mostly use the 
correct form of the 
indefinite and 
definite article. 

 Use the grammar 
points above to 
describe people, 
places, things and 
actions in speaking 
and writing. 

 Apply the rules of 
agreement of 
adjectives with some 
accuracy. 

 Demonstrate 
understanding of 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

meanings of unknown 
words. 

memory with 
understandable 
accuracy. 

the position of the 
majority of 
adjectives. 

Greater Depth 
 Join in with a 

rhyme or song 
sometimes from 
memory.  

 Read aloud sentences 
with some unfamiliar 
words successfully by 
applying knowledge 
of SSC. 

 Understand longer 
unfamiliar texts and 
use familiar words, 
knowledge of the 
context and other 
languages to interpret 
meaning. 

 Speak and write in 
simple sentences 
independently.  

 Manipulate familiar 
language to present 
own ideas and 
information in more 
complex sentences. 

  Use verbs in the 3rd 
person and 
adjectives to start to 
describe other 
people and their 
actions 

 Use verbs in the 
negative. 

Key vocabulary  
Accent – a written mark above a letter to show you how to pronounce it. 

Adjective – a word that describes a person, place or thing. 
Masculine – belonging to a group of nouns that are not feminine. 
Feminine – belonging to a group of nouns that are not masculine. 

Verb – a word that describes an action or condition 
Gender – the arrangement of nouns into masculine and feminine types 
Conjunction – a word that connects words and phrases in a sentence 

Adjective Agreement – where the noun and adjective have the same grammatical form 
Infinitive – the basic form of the verb 

Verb ending – the letters added to the end of a verb 
First person – when talking about ourselves 
Third person – when talking about others 



Year 6 French 
Phonics Vocabulary Grammar 

 
Knowledge 

Key phonics knowledge from previous years plus: 
 Recognise and pronounce /in/, /im/, /ain/ as the 

same sound. 
 Recognise and pronounce /an/, /am/, /en/, /em,/ as 

the same sound. 
 

Vocabulary knowledge to talk about: 
 Celebrations. 
 Our background – languages and countries. 
 Jobs and hopes for the future. 

 

Grammar knowledge from previous years plus: 
 Recognise ad use TU as second person subject 

pronoun. 
 Recognise and use the 1st and 2nd  and 3rd person of 

AVOIR, VOULOIR, ETRE, FAIRE,  
 Understand and use verb conjugation in 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

person of –ER verbs. (PARLER, JOUER, AIMER) 
 Combine a verb with an infinitive. 
 Recognise and use negation with NE PAS. 
 Be aware of some spelling changes in adjective 

agreement. 
Skills 

Sound to Print Print to sound Understanding  

(Listening and reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and Writing) 

Understanding 

(Listening and 

reading) 

Production 

(Speaking and 

Writing) 

 Listen and write 
short phrases 
including 
unfamiliar words 
with increasing 
accuracy. 

 Enjoy listening to 
and joining in 
with songs and 
short poems. 

 Read aloud many 
words and sentences 
with clear and 
comprehensible 
pronunciation. 

 Read aloud single 
unknown words more 
readily. 

 Understand around 
400 words when 
listening and reading 
as single items and 
compound sentences 
which describe people, 
places, things and 
actions. 

 Use a bi-lingual 
dictionary to find the 
meaning of nouns, 
adjectives and verbs. 

 Use familiar words in a 
sentence to work out 
unlikely meanings of 
unknown words. 

 Use around 400 words 
to engage in short 
exchanges. 

 Ask and answer more 
complex questions. 

 Express opinions and 
respond to those of 
others. 

 Seek clarification and 
help in the TL. 

 Speak and write more 
complex sentences 
about people, places, 
things and actions 
using vocabulary and 
basic structures, with 
little scaffolding. 

 Write more complex 
sentences from 

 Distinguish and 
understand the 
above grammar 
points in listening 
and reading. 

 Use the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd person 
pronoun with a 
regular verb. 

 Use the correct form 
of the indefinite and 
definite article 
according to the 
gender and number 
of the noun. 

 Use the grammar 
points above to 
describe people, 
places, things and 
actions in speaking 
and writing. 

 Apply the rules of 
agreement in the 
singular and plural 



 

memory with 
understandable 
accuracy. 

with greater 
accuracy. 

 Demonstrate the 
understanding of 
the position of the 
majority of 
adjectives. 

 Demonstrate the 
position of 
NE..…PAS around a 
verb to make it 
negative. 

Greater Depth 
 Join in with a 

rhyme or song 
sometimes from 
memory.  

 Read aloud sentences 
with some unfamiliar 
words successfully by 
applying knowledge 
of SSC. 

 Understand longer 
unfamiliar texts and 
use familiar words, 
knowledge of the 
context and other 
languages to interpret 
meaning. 

 Manipulate familiar 
language to present 
own ideas and 
information in more 
complex sentences, 
using a dictionary to 
include new words. 

 Understand 
complex sentences 
using a range of 
grammar points 
from KS2. 

 Use verbs in the 3rd 
plural person and 
adjectives to 
describe other 
people and their 
actions. 

Key vocabulary  
Verb – a word that describes an action or condition. 

Gender – the arrangement of nouns into masculine and feminine types. 
Conjunction – a word that connects words and phrases in a sentence. 

Adjective Agreement – where the noun and adjective have the same grammatical form. 
Infinitive – the basic form of the verb. 

Verb ending – the letters added to the end of a verb. 
1st person – when talking about ourselves. 
3rd person – when talking about others. 

Singular – Only 1 item. 
Plural – More than 1 item. 

Adjective Position – where the adjective is placed in a phrase. 
Conjugate – to add the correct endings to a verb. 

Definite article – the word for ‘the’, used for talking about a specific thing. 
Indefinite article – the word for a/an, used for talking about a non-specific thing. 


