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RHODES AVENUE
PRIMARY SCHOOL




Year 6 
Autumn 1 2026
Curriculum News letter

Class Teachers: 6CD –Catriona Donnellan, 6MD –Natasha Morgan & Alison Davies, 6EL – Evie Ley
Learning support assistants: Lil Mittendorer & Sacha Morris (6CD)  Cansu Ozer (6EL) Amelia Dos Santos & Tracey Bush (6MD)
Specialist Teachers: Chelsea Orridge-Golding (PE) Bren Amooty (PE) Dan Shafran (Music) Samantha Gape (French), Rosie Sawyer (Art)
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back! We hope you have had an enjoyable and restful summer and are ready for a new and exciting academic year. We look forward to meeting you all and getting to know your children. 
The Curriculum driver for Year 6, Autumn 1 is History (The Benin Kingdom)
English
English includes reading, writing, speaking and listening, spelling, grammar and punctuation skills. Reading is also taught discretely in addition to English lessons.

We plan the reading and spelling objectives for the half-term in advance. However, we are always adapting our initial plans in response to our classes’ needs so the overviews below are flexible.

Reading - The objectives that we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· Independently read longer texts with sustained stamina and interest 

· Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. challenging peers with questions, justifying opinions, responding to different viewpoints within a group

· Explore texts in groups and deepen comprehension through discussion 

· Through close reading, re-read and read ahead to locate clues to support understanding and justify with evidence from the text

· Use a combination of skimming, scanning and close reading across a text to locate specific detail

· Retrieve, record, make notes and present information from non-fiction, including texts used in other subjects

· Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates

· Explain the meaning of new vocabulary within the context of the text 

· Infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, justifying inferences with evidence e.g. Point + Evidence 

· Predict what might happen from information stated and implied 

Spelling - The spelling objectives we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· Words ending in ‘-able’ and ‘-ible’

· Words ending in ‘-ably’ and ‘-ibly’
· Words ending in ‘-tious and –cious’

· Words ending in ‘-cial’
Writing - For writing we only plan one unit (approximately 2 – 3 weeks’ work) at a time as this allows to gauge the pupils’ confidence in any new skills taught before moving on and also respond to any gaps in understanding or misconceptions that arise.

The core text we will be using for our first unit of writing is: Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun by Tola Okogwu
The genre of our first piece of writing is: descriptive writing
The objectives we aim to cover in our first unit of writing are: 
· Use varied and precise vocabulary to create particular stylistic effects 

· Discover synonyms and antonyms for a word and choose which one required for sentence

· Use sentence openers and relative clauses within sentences
· To start sentences with present participle phrases and past participle phrases

· Use a handwriting style that encourages speed, legibility and fluency;
· Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors

Maths 
The objectives that we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· To read, write, order and compare numbers up to at least 10,000,000 (ten million) and say the value of each digit.

· To round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy 
· To solve problems, which require answers to be rounded to, specified degrees of accuracy (up to 3 decimal places).

· To solve number and practical problems that involve ordering and comparing numbers up to 10,000,000 (ten million) 

· To solve number and practical problems using negative numbers and calculating intervals across zero.

· To multiply or divide numbers by 10, 100 or 1000.

· To identify factors, common factors, multiples, common multiples, prime factors, prime numbers and composite numbers. 
· To identify Roman Numerals up to 10,000
· To multiply numbers of up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using a formal written method. 
· To multiply a whole number by a decimal number (up to 1 decimal place, e.g 4.6 x 62) 

· To divide numbers of up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using a formal written method of long division, showing remainders, fractions or rounding as appropriate.

· To use written division methods for numbers with up to 2 decimal places.

· To solve addition and subtraction word and practical problems.

· To solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in context, deciding which operations and methods to use and why.

Science –The topic this term will be Living Things and their Habitats
The objectives we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants and animals 
·  give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics.
History – Our topic for History in Autumn 1 is The Benin Kingdom

The objectives we aim to cover are:

· Create simultaneous timelines of events and periods in Britain and abroad.

· Understand when periods of history occurred in relation to each other including Tudors, Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages, Ancient Greeks, Romans, Victorians, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Egyptians, Benin Kingdom and the British Empire

· Place features of historical events and people from past societies and periods in a chronological framework, adding narrative detail.

· Explain how people and events influenced subsequent periods in history. 
· Make links between 3 periods in history, comparing and spotting similarities and differences.
· Describe characteristic features of past societies

· Investigate the achievements of past societies

· To investigate the beliefs of a past society 

· Investigate what Britain may have learnt through other countries and civilizations 

· Describe social and political aspects of past societies. 

· Compare and contrast the Benin Kingdom with Ancient Egypt

· Compare and contrast the Benin Kingdom with life in England during the same period 

· Recognise and describe differences and similarities as well as change and continuity between different periods of history.

· Investigate why Britain wanted an Empire

· Understand the impact of the British Empire on the colonies

· Describe some ways Britain has had an influence on world history

Geography – In Year 6 Geography will be taught in the Spring Term.
RE – Our Big Questions for Autumn 1: What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to God?

Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) help Muslims lead better lives? (Islam)
Our objectives are:
· Describe why some people belong to religions
· Ask questions about things that are important to you and to other people

· Investigate and understand some Islamic practices and beliefs 

· To understand the importance of the five pillars of Islam

· To understand how sawm shows a Muslim’s commitment to God

Ourselves and Others  -This term the children will focus on ‘Building Resilience ‘  the objectives we aim to cover are:
To use a personal toolkit to help with the challenges of everyday life

To explore how resilience is linked to positive mental health.
To discuss different scenarios and make suggestions for how case studies could use resilience strategies. 

To understand the  term ‘mental health’ and how mental health can be positively/negatively affected
To understand the term ‘body image’ and the factors which might positively/negatively affect this. 

French – All classes will have French with Samantha Gape.
This half-term Y6 will be learning French phonics, vocabulary and grammar through the topic of celebrations. 
Autumn 1 objectives are:
Phonics

· Recognise and pronounce 

/g/ /j/ consonant sounds.

· Recognise and pronounce 

· /an, am, en, em,/ as the same sound.
· .

Vocabulary
· Introduce ourselves in French
· Say and recognise the months in French.
· Say the date of our birthday.
· Name some celebrations in French.
· Give opinions on celebrations.
· Say what there is in a celebration.
Grammar

· Use the correct possessive adjective (my) according to gender and number.

· Recognise and use the verb ‘avoir’ (to have) and être (to be) in the 3rd person
Computing 
The objectives we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· To explain that computers can be connected together to form systems;

· To recognise the role of computer systems in our lives;

· To experiment with search engines;

· To describe how search engines, select results;

· To recognise why the order of results is important, and to whom.

Art
The Objectives we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· Develop artist research through visual and written documentation in art books
· Develop observational drawing skills

· Use drawing and collage to explore ideas

· Photography - explore space and light
· Use research to inspire drawings from imagination and observation.
· Make drawings to inform and plan 3D work.

· Explore a range of 3D techniques – clay/modrock/wire. Select appropriate 3D materials to express an idea.

· Learn about Trafalgar Square Fourth Plinth project

· Use a range of acrylic painting techniques.

· Select techniques to express ideas appropriately

Design and Technology
The Objectives we aim to cover in Autumn 1 are:
· Learn some of the different ways to add flavour to food (herbs, spices, sauces).
· Understand where food comes from. 

· Consider some common flavour combinations
· Use a wide range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks accurately.
· Identify potential hazards when using different tools
· Use other people’s views and self-evaluation to adapt design of product.
PE 
6CD & 6EL: Thursdays 6MD: Monday and Wednesday
Please ensure that children bring their PE kit to school in time for their lessons each week. Your child may also wear their PE kit to school if they wish.  Long hair must be tied back, they should wear the Rhodes Avenue PE T-shirt, appropriate sports trousers or shorts and appropriate footwear for the session. 
Objectives for Autumn 1 are:

Dance
· Copy and repeat a dance phrase showing confidence in movements.
· Work with others to explore and develop the dance idea.

· Use changes in dynamics in response to the stimulus.

· Demonstrate a sense of rhythm and energy when performing motifs.

· Perform a dance, showing an awareness of timing, formations and direction.
· select, order, structure and perform movements, showing various group formations.

· Develop a dance phrase using actions, dynamics, space and relationships.
· Copy and create actions with consideration to stimulus.

· Use choreographic devices to improve the aesthetics of a performance.

· Use feedback to develop and refine a dance performance.
Fitness
· To develop an awareness of what your body is able to do.
· To develop speed and stamina.
· To develop strength using my own body weight.
· To develop co-ordination
· To develop agility
· To develop balancing with control.
Music
Specialist Teacher Dan Shafran will teach each class for a term and will cover the Musicianship (Listening and Creating part of the programme of study.
6CD & 6MD will be having Dan Shafran for Music and will cover the following objectives:
· To recognise crotchets, minims, semibreves, quavers and semi quavers
· To use symbols to label crotchets, minims, semibreves, quavers and semi quavers.

· To use crotchets, minims, quavers, semibreves and semi quavers to create a piece of music.

· To identify beats in a bar and determine time signature – 4/4 2/4 2/2

· Draw a treble clef at the correct position on a stave. 
· To recognise notes in the treble clef and play on a tuned instrument. 

· Compose a simple tune of 16 bars using the pentatonic scale.
· Perform simple, chordal accompaniments to familiar songs adding singular notes with confidence. 

· Improvise within a group using melodic and rhythmic phrases
· Play a tune on an instrument reading from basic notation using semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers and semi – quavers.
6EL will be covering the following objectives:
· Evaluate how the venue, occasion and purpose affects the way a piece of music is created

· Identify and evaluate different genres of music from different traditions and cultures

· Use known musical words to describe a piece of music and compositions (e.g. tempo, dynamics, melody, chord, echo, pitch, ostinato)

· Analyse features within different pieces of music using musical vocabulary

· Contrast the work of famous composers and show preferences

Specialist Teachers in Yr 6
Specialist PE coach : (Bren Amooty & Chelsea Orridge-Golding)

Specialist Art Teacher: Rosie Sawyer

Specialist French Teacher: Samantha Gape

Specialist Music Teacher: Dan Shaffran

6CD & 6EL will have PE with Bren Amooty & Chelsea Orridge-Golding this first half term.
All Year 6 will have French with Samantha Gape.
Home learning
What is Home Learning? 
Home Learning refers to the tasks given to pupils by their teachers to complete outside of usual lessons. 
At Rhodes Avenue, we encourage children to complete home learning activities at home in order to:
( Consolidate and extend learning initiated within school 
( Promote independent pupil learning 
( Provide the opportunity for family or peer learning 
( Encourage parental involvement in, and understanding of, the work their children do at school. 
Home learning will vary dependent on each year group. All home learning will be relevant to and compliment the learning completed in school. It should be accessible to all. In Year 6, we would like children to learn weekly spellings and practice their times tables. Home learning will consist of a worksheet to consolidate learning in Maths and a spelling sheet. Maths will be handed out on a Wednesday to be returned on the following Monday. Weekly spellings go home on Friday. These focus spellings will be tested the following week. 


Autumn 1 Term Dates for your diaries:
	Wednesday 30th September 
	Yr6 SEND meetings

	Friday 9th October 
Friday 16th October

Friday 23rd October 
	6CD Ccass assembly
6EL class assembly

6MD class assembly

	Monday 19th & Tuesday 27th October
	Linnean Society Trip

	Monday 26/10 – Friday 30/10
	Half-term


* school trip to British Museum date tbc
Healthy Schools

As part of school policy and our commitment to being a Healthy School please ensure that your child’s playtime snack is fresh fruit and/or vegetables. Water will always be available during the school day however, we are happy for you to bring into school, a bottle of water clearly labelled.
Food in school and birthdays 

Nursery-Year 2 children are provided with fruit each morning. Junior children should bring a healthy snack to school. 

Food treats are not permitted to be brought into school to share. 

Please do not ask staff to hand out birthday cakes, sweets or party invitations. If you would like to send something in for your child to share with their friends on their birthday, we accept either i) a book for the class reading corner or ii) a board game for the class wet play games area. Your child can write their name inside to show they donated it.

If you have any questions or queries, please do remember we are always here to help.  Please speak to a member of the team to arrange a mutually convenient time.
We are looking forward to getting to know you, 
Alison, Natasha, Evie and Cat.
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